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Preface 


Dear  Parents: 

As  the  new  Superintendent  of  the  Boston  Public  Schools,  I  am 
pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  to  greet  you  through  this  Guide 
to  Magnet  Schools.   Since  I  joined  the  School  Department  six 
months  ago,  I  have  visited  most  of  the  magnet  schools  described 
in  this  booklet.   I  am  impressed  with  the  variety  of  programs 
available  and  by  the  enthusiasm  shared  by  school  personnel  and 
students  alike. 

Since  1975  when  magnet  schools  were  first  created  in  Boston,  we 
have  seen  a  steady  increase  in  the  numbers  of  children  of  all 
races  who  have  chosen  them.   At  the  same  time,  the  number  and 
diversity  of  programs  as  well  as  quality  of  services  to  children 
in  these  schools  have  steadily  improved.   The  'result  is  a  city- 
wide  district  of  22  magnet  schools  (District ' IX)  where  19,000 
of  Boston's  68,000  public  school  students  attend  school.   The 
educational  programs  available  in  these  magnet  schools  offer 
parents  a  wide  range  of  options  in  choosing  a  public  school 
for  their  child.   From  the  "Traditional  Basic  Skills"  emphasis 
of  the  Nathan  Hale  School  to  the  "Open  Education"  theme  of  the 
Trotter  School,  parents  can  choose  from  many  programs.   Whether 
the  "Language  Arts"  theme  at  the  Guild,  "Science"  at  the  Haley 
and  McKay,  or  "Bilingual  Education"  at  the  Hernandez  students 
are  offered  specific  programs  in  a  multi-cultural  setting. 

The  overriding  theme  of  all  our  magnet  schools  is  diversity.   In 
each  of  these  schools  the  great  diversity  of  Boston  is  reflected 
as  students  from  every  neighborhood  in  the  city  come  together 
every  day  to  pursue  their  education.   The  diversity  of  programs 
offered  is  unmatched  by  any  school  system.   Support  services 
available  to  students  through  the  pairing  of  universities, 
businesses,  cultural  institutions  and  community  agencies  are 
unprecedented.   Through  Racial  Ethnic  Parent  Councils  and  Home 
and  School  Associations,  parents  play  an  active  role  in  assisting 
school  professionals  in  decision-making  at  the  local  school  level. 

On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  general  descriptions  of  all 
elementary  and  middle  magnet  schools  in  Boston.   More  complete 
descriptions  of  magnet  high  schools  can  be  found  in  the  Guide 
to  Boston  High  Schools  prepared  by  the  City  Wide  Educational 
Coalition.   We  are  grateful  to  C.W.E.C.  for  its  assistance  in 
the  preparation  of  this  guide  as  well. 

(continued) 


I  am  particularly  impressed  by  the  comments  of  the  parents 
and  teachers  which  accompany  these  schools' descriptions  as 
they  cite  the  many  strengths  of  their  schools  and  offer 
constructive  suggestions  as  to  how  they  might  be  improved. 

Before  making  choices,  I  urge  you  to  visit  the  schools  and 
talk  with  the  principals,  teachers  and  other  parents.   We 
are  proud  of  what  we  offer  in  our  magnet  schools  and  we 
welcome  the  participation  of  parents,  teachers  and  students 
as  we  strive  to  create  the  kind  of  quality  urban  education 
system  which  can  serve  as  a  model  for  this  country.   I 
welcome  your  assistance  in  doing  that. 


Robert  Wood 
Superintendent  of  Schools 


************************************************************ 


Ten  years  ago  I  took  part  in  a  study  of  the  Boston  Public 
Schools  which  bore  the  title  "Organizing  an  Urban  School 
System  for  Diversity".   The  magnet  schools  described  in 
this  publication  and  in  the  companion  publication  about 
Boston's  high  schools  are  the  evidence  that  a  school 
system  can  change  to  serve  and  reflect  a  highly  diverse 
urban  population,  and  to  make  use  of  some  of  the  rich 
resources  of  the  city.   Much  remains  to  be  done  -  I  speak 
as  a  parent  of  children  in  two  of  the  schools  described 
herein  -  but  we  have  made  a  valuable  start  in  recognizing 
that  children  are  different  and  can  learn  from  their 
differences. 

Charles  L.  Glenn,  Jr.,  Director 

Bureau  of  Equal  Educational  Opportunity 
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Introduction 


On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  descriptions  of  the 
thirteen  magnet  elementary  and  middle  schools  within  the 
city-wide  magnet  district  (District  9)  of  the  Boston  Public 
Schools.   The  information  provided  was  gathered  and  written 
by  interviewers  with  administrators,  teachers,  parents  and 
students.    Principals  at  each  of  the  schools  were  interviewed. 
Interviews  with  parents  and  administrators  were  conducted  by 
eleven  parent  volunteers. 

Through  the  input  of  people  connected  with  Boston's  magnet 
schools  we  have  found  that  many  innovative  and  exciting 
programs  exist.   We  have  also  found,  however,  that  at  some 
schools  there  are  problems  with  inadequate  facilities. 

We  have  included  quotes  from  parents,  teachers,  students  and 
administrators  which  convey  their  views  on  both  the  strengths 
and  weaknesses  of  their  schools.   Editorial  comments  are 
provided  based  on  the  interviewers'  observations. 

We  are  especially  grateful  to  the  parents  and  students  who 
gave  us  their  time  and  provided  us  with  their  impressions  of 
the  schools.   It  has  not  been  our  intention  to  evaluate  these 
impressions  of  the  schools  from  the  information  we  gathered. 
Our  intent  has  been  to  design  a  guide  book  that  would  provide 
parents  and  students  with  options  and  descriptions  of  programs 
that  are  available  as  they  make  decisions  for  the  1979-1980 
school  year.   Prior  to  any  decision,  we  urge  that  you  visit 
the  school  and  examine  the  educational  program  and  atmosphere. 
Only  then  will  you,  as  parents  and  students,  know  that  you 
have  found  the  environment  which  best  meets  your  needs  and 
priorities . 

Guidelines  developed  by  the  State  Department  of  Education 
mandate  the  involvement  of  parents  and  teachers  in  the  planning 
and  approval  of  proposals  developed  for  funding  under  Chapter 
636.   Two  categories  of  programs  funded  under  this  law  are 
those  developed  through  the  court  mandated  university-school 
pairings  and  cultural  collaborative  efforts. 

We  identify  universities  and  cultural  institutions  within  the 
City  of  Boston,  which  work  together  with  a  particular  school  to 
create  and  put  to  use  educational,  business  and  cultural  programs 
for  students  within  the  school.   The  unique  educational  and 
cultural  services  which  are  provided  by  these  pairings  complement 
the  magnet  theme,  which  in  itself  is  what  influences  the 
educational  program  of  the  particular  school. 

*  The  findings  of  the  interviewers  may  or  may  not  be  supported 
by  school  authorities. 
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Explanation  of  the  Format 

This  guidebook  has  been  organized  in  a  way  so  as  to  make  it 
easier  for  you  the  reader,  to  locate  particular  information 
about  the  magnet  elementary  and  middle  schools  that  are 
located  in  District  9  of  the  Boston  Public  Schools. 

The  major  headings  for  each  school  description  inlcude  the 
following: 

Educational  Program 

Facilities 

Student  Activities  and  Comments 

Parent  Involvement  and  Comments 

Editorial  Comments 

The  descriptions  that  are  given  for  each  school  contain 
explanations  about  courses,  programs,  magnet  themes,  pairings 
and  special  programs  and  services.   These  entries  -will  be 
summarized  briefly  below.   Also,  you  will  find  definitions 
of  terms  that  are  used  frequently  in  this  guidebook  to  aid 
you  in  understanding  the  information  that  is  given  for  every 
school : 

EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS 

This  section  includes  course  offerings,  curriculum  and 
generally,  the  educational  programmatic  characteristics  of 
each  school. 

MAGNET  THEME 

Each  magnet  school  program  has  a  major  theme  around  which  its 
academic  program  and  enrichment  activities  are  based.   This 
material  will  give  you  the  basic  purpose  of  the  educational 
program  for  individual  schools.   The  topic  is  important  when 
choosing  a  magnet  school  since  it  reflects  your  child's  basic 
interests . 

UNIVERSITY  PAIRINGS 

Each  of  the  magnet  schools  has  a  pairing  with  a  local  college  or 
university.   These  efforts  were  begun  as  part  of  the  Federal 
Court  Desegregation  Plan.   The  academic  institutions  in  cooperatioi 
with  the  local  school  administration,  teachers  and  parents  develop 
programs  which  fill  identified  needs  of  the  pupils,  while  others 
offer  support  services  to  the  school  staff.   Other  pairings  have 
begun  experimental,  enrichment  units.   There  is  a  great  variety 
of  services  offered  by  the  universities  throughout  the  Magnet 
District. 
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CULTURAL  PAIRINGS 

The  cultural  efforts  with  the  schools  are  coordinated  by  the 
Cultural  Educational  Collaborative  (CEC) .   A  school  may 
request  a  program  in  science,  drama,  music,  dance.   The  CEC 
will  match  this  request  with  an  institution  or  cultural 
group  that  can  provide  the  service.   Examples  of  these 
collaborations  include  programs  with  the  New  England  Aquarium, 
Museum  of  Transportation,  special  music  and  dance  programs  with 
the  New  England  Conservatory  and  Boston  Ballet. 

SPECIAL  FUNDED  PROGRAMS 

Chapter  766  is  the  Massachusetts  Law  which  requires  that 
each  school  system  develop  and  provide  educational  programs 
for  special  needs  students.   Special  needs  students  are 
identified  through  the  Core  Evaluation  process.   They  may  be 
students  with  a  learning  disability,  a  behavioral  problem  or 
a  physical  handicap.   Once  identified,  to  the  extent  possible, 
they  are  to  be  mainstreamed  into  regular  classrpoms.   In 
addition  these  students  also  receive  special  support  services  — 
educational,  medical,  phychological,  etc. ,  as  are  found 
necessary.   It  is  not  possible  to  mainstream  all  students, 
because  some  students  need  more  individualized  programs  or 
support  services.   Those  students  are  assigned  to  substantially 
separate  classrooms  where  teachers  and  aides  can  provide  this 
additional  help. 

Each  school  has  a  (Core)  Evaluation  Team  Leader  (ETL) .   It  is  his/ 
her  responsibility  to  participate  in  thfe  evaluation  of  the 
diagnostic  testing  results  and  assist  in  developing  the 
educational  plan  which  will  meet  the  students'  particular 
needs.   The  educational  plan  for  each  student  is  developed  to- 
gether with  the  parent  and  teacher  through  conferences  and 
work  sessions.   The  ETL  keeps  parents  informed  of  the  programs 
and  services  which  are  being  provided,  or  not  provided,  to  the 
students  requiring  special  needs  in  that  school.   Parents  have 
the  right  to  participate  in  the  entire  process  -  from  initial 
referral  to  regularly  scheduled  progress  report  conferences. 

If  you  have  any  additional  questions  about  a  specific  program 
at  a  particular  school,  contact  the  ETL  Coordinator.   For  other 
information  on  Special  Needs  programs  such  as  Chapter  766, 
you  may  want  to  call  the  Department  of  Special  Services, 
26  Court  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  726-6274. 
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BILINGUAL  PROGRAMS 

This  system  is  one  of  the  few  in  the  nation,  offering 
Bilingual  instruction  in  8  languages  other  than  English. 
These  Bilingual  programs  are  transitional  in  nature. 
Their  purpose  is  to  mainstream  the  non-English  speaking 
student  into  the  regular  English  program  as  soon  as  the 
student  is  ready  to  do  so.   Generally,  this  learning 
process  occurs  in  one,  two  or  a  maximum  of  three  years. 
The  programs  are  offered  in  Spanish,  Italian,  Greek, 
Portuguese-Cape  Verdean,  Chinese,  French,  Vietnamese 
and  Russian. 

TITLE  I 


Title  I  is  a  federally  funded  program  which  provides 
educational  and  support  services  to  students  designated 
as  "educationally  deprived".   Eligibility  for  the  Title  I 
funds  is  determined  by  a  lengthy  and  complicated  process. 
School  residential  areas  are  ranked-ordered  according  to  the 
number  of  low  income  families  residing  there.   Once  a  city- 
wide  average  is  established,  schools  falling  below  that 
average  are  eligible  for  Title  I  assistance.   However,  because 
of  funding  constraints,  not  all  eligible  schools  are  provided 
Title  I  services. 

REMEDIAL  SERVICES 

These  services  are  provided  to  students  as  supplementary 
programmatic  support  in  a  specific  skill  area  which  generally 
centers  on  reading.   Students  are  instructed  by  specialized 
personnel  in  order  to  equip  them  with  whatever  is  necessary  for 
them  to  successfully  encounter  the  curriculum  that  must  be 
learned. 

ESAA 

The  Emergency  School  Assistance  Act  (ESAA)  is  a  federal  program 
which  provides  money  for  school  systems  in  the  process  of 
desegregation.   In  Boston,  these  monies  provide  varied 
supplementary  education  programs  as  well  as  pay  the  salaries 
of  some  aides.   There  is  mandated  parental  involvement  in 
proposal  development  through  input  from  the  ESAA  Advisory 
Council  and  the  ESAA  Bilingual  Advisory  Council. 


*not  intended  as  a  language  maintenance  program. 
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CHAPTER  636  MONIES 

Chapter  636  is  the  funding  mechanism  provided  under  the  Racial 
Imbalance  Law.   Through  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
monies  are  provided  to  school  systems  which  create  special  schools 
and/or  programs  which  foster  racial  desegregation.   Boston  is 
eligible  to  receive  these  funds  because  of  its  desegregation 
effort. 

HEALTH 

This  section  is  meant  to  provide  you  with  basic  information  about 
the  health  services  in  each  school,  the  persons  who  provide  it, 
and  their  availability  at  each  school.   In  addition  to  the 
nursing  services,  a  doctor  visits  all  schools  on  a  regular  basis. 

RACIAL  ETHNIC  PARENT  COUNCIL  (REPC) 


This  term  is  used  throughout  the  book  when  referring  to  the  parent 
organization  which  is  active  in  each  school.   This  group  is 
involved  with  planning,  implementing,  and  monitoring  the  education- 
al activities  at  the  school,  as  well  as  other  activities. 

EDITORIAL 

This  part  of  the  school  description  is  based  only  on  the  personal 
opinion  of  the  parent  interviewer  and  researcher  who  visited  the 
school.   It  is  not  influenced  by  school  or  School  Department 
personnel,  and  only  reflects  the  impressions  of  the  parent 
interviewer. 

We  strongly  emphasize  the  importance  of  your  visit  to  the  schools 
when  making  a  choice  for  your  child. 


Further  information  about  programs  and  student  assignment 
procedures  can  be  found  in  the  1979-80  Student  Assignment 
Information  Booklet.   This  booklet  is  produced  by  the  Department 
of  Implementation,  Boston  School  Department,  26  Court  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.  02108,  telephone  number  726-6555. 
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Principal  Comments 


"What  we  do  at  the  Curley  is  to  present  a  full  program  that 
oromotes  understanding  and  respect,  together  with  a  solid 
"oundation  of  basic  skills,  in  a  pleasant  learning  atmosphere. 


Educational  Program 


At  the  Curley,  there  are  self-contained  classrooms  for  the 
-irst  graders  and  team- taught  classes  grades  2  through  5. 

The  first  graders  spend  their  day  with  their  homeroom 
teachers;  the  emphasis  for  this  grade  is  reading.   It  is  felt 
;hat  this  one  relationship  of  teacher  to  student  is  important  at 
;he  first  grade  level. 

In  grades  2  through  5,  students  are  grouped  in  mixed  arade 
Level  homerooms.   Teachers  work  in  teams  with  children  who  are 
ability  grouped  for  work  in  reading,  math,  and  language  arts. 
These  students  work  with  several  teachers  in  their  teams  each  day. 

The  basic  curriculum  is  supplemented  by  the  services  of  a 
full-time  math  specialist,  a  math  center,  and  library  which  is  run 
oy  volunteers,  parents  and  a  trained  aide.   Emphasis  has  been 
placed  on  the  improvement  of  oral  and  written  language  through 
::reative  writing. 


Magnet  Theme 


The  Magnet  Theme  of  the  Curley  School  combines  a  program  of 
Dasic  skills  with  a  multi-cultural  emphasis  in  an  open  space 
setting.   Activities  in  Social  Studies,  Music  and  Creative  Arts  are 
playing  a  large  role  in  developing  the  children's  interest  in  their 
different  backgrounds. 
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Pairings 
university 

Curley/Wheelock  Colla- 
borative:  The  pairing  with 
Wheelock  has  provided  the 
following  services:   a  Special 
Needs  Consultant,  a  library 
progrcun,  a  parent  coordinator  , 
a  newsletter  editor,  a  math 
center,  and  student  teachers. 
Areas  of  concentration  have 
been  jointly  developed  by 
teachers,  parents  and  admin- 
istration.  Typical  of  the 
variety  of  activities  are: 
weekly  Tuesday  Morning  Coffee 
Club,  programs  for  parents,  and 
the  successful  International 
Night  for  parents  and 
children. 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 


other  636 


Kodaly  Music  Program:   The 
Kodaly  Music  Training  Center 
provides  a  full  time  music 
teacher. 

All  children  at  the  Curley 
have  music  classes  two  times  a 
week.   Physical,  intellectual, 
emotional  and  social  skills  are 
developed  through  folk  singing 
with  action  and  dance  movements. 

In  addition  to  the  regularly 
scheduled  class  lessons,  a 
chorus  composed  of  4th  and  5th 
graders  meets  twice  a  week. 
This  group,  which  participated 
in  the  Mayor's  Christmas  program, 
performs  at  school  functions. 


A  ful 
tion  Team 
all  servic 
special  ne 
are  mainst 
degrees  in 
Education, 
and  field 
special  ne 
service  48 

title  1 


1  time  Core  Evalua- 
Leader  coordinates 
es  for  children  with 
eds .   All  students 
reamed  to  varying 
Art,  Music,  Physical 
homeroom  activities 
trips.   There  are  2 
eds  teachers  who 
students . 


The  Curley  has  a  Title  I 
reading  program  currently 
serving  126  students.   Three 
reading  specialists  give  needed 
remediation  to  small  groups 
and  individual  students  in  the 
reading  center.   There  is  also 
one  Title  I  Early  Childhood 
aide  who  works  in  the 
Kindergarten  program. 


health 


'^here  is  a  nurse  at  the 
Curley  3  days  a  week;  the  other 
days  she  is  on  call  at  a  nearby 
building. 

Teacher  Comments 

"The  Magnet  Theme  has  made 
the  children  more  aware  of  all 
types  of  people  and  how  to 
relate  to  them." 

"I  would  love  to  see  more 
parents  involved  in  the  school 
programs . " 


FACILITIES 


School  facilities  include: 
an  art  rooms,  a  library,  a  con- 
ference room,  a  reading  center, 
a  math  center  and  a  cafeteria- 
auditorium-gym  combination. 
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The  Curley  was  built  in 
1970  and  is  in  good 
condition.   There  is  also  a 
paved  playground  beside  the 
building. 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

There  is  a  Racial  Ethnic 
Parent  Council  and  a  Home 
and  School  Association  at  the 
Curley.   Representatives  from 
both  groups  have  been 
involved  in  the  planning  of 
the  Curley/Wheelock  programs . 
The  REPC  meets  monthly.   A 
parent  newsletter  is 
published  two  times  a  month. 
The  Home  and  School 
Association  sponsors  fund- 
raising  events.   Parents  also 
serve  as  volunteers  for  the 
library,  classrooms,  art 
room,  music  program  and 
field  trips. 

Parent  Comments 

"The  school  is  very 
responsive  to  parents  and 
parent  groups . " 

"I  would  like  to  see 
the  school  be  a  little  more 
firm  with  the  children." 

Editorial  Comments 

I  found  the  J.  Curley 
School  to  be  a  very 
interesting  one,  not  only 
because  of  its  programs  and 
activities,  but  because  it 
was  refreshing  to  actually 
see  and  feel  the  happiness 
of  the  children  there. 


The  overcrowded  situation  that 
was  there  for  last  year  has 
been  addressed,  and  there  are 
smaller  classes  now. 

The  faculty  and  principal 
were  very  cooperative  in  this 
project  and  the  parents  were 
just  great  1 

The  Curley  School  was  also 
the  winner  of  the  Best  School 
Award  given  by  the  Boston  Herald, 
Sunday,  August  27,  1978. 
Visiting  this  school  was  quite 
a  rewarding  experience  for  me  as 
I  believe  it  will  be  for  parents 
who  do  the  same . 


They  seemed  very  com- 
fortable in  their 
surroundings  and  content. 
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Principal  Comments 


Curtis  Guild 
Elementary  School 
5  Ashley  Street 
East  Boston,  MA  02128 
Telephone:  567-4194 

Grades:  K-5 

Principal:  John  Vozella 

Total  Enrollment:  234 

Black:  106   White:  103   Other; 

Average  Class  Size:  25 


25 


"The  surrounding  community  is  extremely  pleasant  and  the 
atmosphere  in  the  school  is  happy  and  friendly,  providing  that 
personal  touch,  which  I  am  sure,  you  would  want  to  see  in  a 
school  setting.   Children  intermingle  with  each  other  in  a 
cordial,  friendly  manner.   The  children  are  happy,  education 
is  fundamental  and  meaningful." 


Educational  Program 


The  Curtis  Guild  offers  an  educational  program  that  is  geared 
to  the  needs  of  the  individual  child.   Particular  emphasis  is 
placed  on  Reading  and  Mathematics  with  overall  stress  on  the 
Language  Arts.   Each  student  is  tested  in  September  and  them 
placed  in  the  appropriate  levels,  of  each  subject  regardless  of 
his/her  actual  grade.   This  practice  was  initiated  by  the  principal 
to  enable  each  student  to  perform  at  maximum  potential.   Class- 
room teachers  may  then  use  their  judgment  in  moving  a  student  to  a 
different  level  according  to  his/her  performance.   There  are 
numerous  supportive  programs  available  if  needed.   Advanced  classes 
are  available  in  the  4th  and  5th  grades  as  are  remedial  programs 
throughout  the  grades.   Home  economics,  art,  and  music  are 
offered  once  a  week. 


"2 
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Magnet  Theme 


The  magnet  theme  at  the 
Guild  School  is  Language  Arts. 
The  teachers  at  this  school  are 
sucessful  in  integrating  this 
theme  into  each  subject.   With 
the  help  of  people  and  ideas 
from  Lesley  College,  the  magnet 
theme  has  become  an  exciting  part 
of  each  day  for  the  children  at 
the  Guild.   The  magnet  theme  of 
Language  Arts  is  not  so  much 
taught  in  the  classroom  as  it  is 
practiced,  in  every  aspect  of 
school  life  -  from  an  exposure 
to  Linguistics  to  a  Language 
Arts  Fair  and  a  Young  Writers ' 
Conference. 


Pairings 
university 


For  the  third  year  in  a 
row,  Lesley  College  continues  to 
make  substantial  contributions 
to  the  educational  program  at 
the  Guild  and  in  particular 
to  the  magnet  theme.   The 
college  has  supplied  classroom 
aides  who  the  principal  feels 
give  the  child  a  wider  per- 
spective on  learning.   The 
child  is  exposed  to  various 
teaching  styles  and  in  turn 
has  two  people  who  are  tending 
to  his  needs. 

With  the  help  of  Lesley 
College,  a  Language  Arts  Fair 
is  held  in  May  at  the  school. 
The  children  also  attend  a 
Young  Writers'  Conference  at 
the  college,  resulting  in  a 
Creative  Writing  Journal  of 
poems  and  stories,  written  by 
the  Guild  School  children. 
In  addition,  special  presenta- 
tions were  offered  including 
a  black  cultural  dance  troupe, 
a  puppet  show,  and  a  panto- 
mine  demonstration.   These  pro- 
grams enable  the  children  to 
relax  and  have  fun  while  learning, 


Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 


Special  instruction  in 
reading  and  mathematics  is 
available  according  to  a  child's 
particular  need.   The  student  is 
mainstreamed  for  all  other  sub- 
jects, spending  25%  or  less  of 
their  time  in  the  Resource  Room. 
Twenty-eight  children  are 
currently  served.   A  Core 
Evaluation  Team  Leader  is  at  the 
Guild  one  day  per  week. 

title  1 

Title  I  Reading  is  available 
to  those  students  who  need  assis- 
tance and  who  live  in  certain 
geocodes.  The  reading  specialist 
here  uses  the  Ginn  720  Reading  Series 
to  supplement  regular  reading 
materials.   Both  specialists  make 
constant  use  of  listening  stations, 
language  masters,  and  other  audio 
visual  equipment. 


remedial  services 


The  remedial  reading  program 
is  available  to  those  students  who 
require  individual  assistance.   In 
this  program  the  reading  specialist 
uses  Modern  Curriculum  Press  and 
Economy  Reading  Series  to  supple- 
ment her  regular  reading  materials. 

esaa 

An  instrumental  support 
team  provides  a  nine  (9)  week  pro- 
gram to  the  Guild  staff.   They 
instruct  the  teachers   in  pre- 
paration of  cross-cultural  lessons 
and  activities  which  are  more 
appropriate  to  the  integrated 
classes  they  now  teach. 

Other  636 

Thompson's  Island;  The 
Guild,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Thompson's  Island  staf f ,  of f ers  an 
exciting  program  on  man's  environ- 
ment.  Fourth  and  fifth  graders 
visit  the  island  for  field  trips 
and  are  given  further  in-school 
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instruction  by  the  Island  staff. 
The  program  centers  on  man  and  his 
environment  -  what  he  is  doing 
to  it  and  how  he  is  affected  by 
it. 

Mathematics  Programs :  The 
Lavatelli  system  is  used  to 
initiate  kindergarten  children 
into  math.   This  particular 
"pre-raath"  program  introduces 
the  children  to  the  concepts  of 
space,  size,  colors  and  counting. 
Miniature  items  the  child  would 
see  in  everyday  life  (e.g.  silver- 
ware) are  used  as  visual  and 
tactile  aids.   It  offers  a 
basic,  yet  colorful  and  creative 
introduction  to  math  for  the 
young  child. 

Classmate  88  calculators 
are  used  weekly  in  the  Math 
Laboratory  by  those  students  who 
need  assistance  with  math  skills. 
The  use  of  this  machine  is  an 
incentive  to  the  child  who 
might  otherwise  find  math 
frustrating.   The  calculator 
is  not  used  as  a  substitute  for 
the  teacher,  however,  as  the 
student  must  determine  his 
own  answers  under  teacher  super- 
vision . 

Library:  Chapter  636 
funds  have  been  used  to  broaden 
the  racial  scope  of  the  books 
offered  in  the  library. 

health 

The  nurse  is  at  the 
Guild  three  half  days  per 
week;  she  is  on  call  the 
other  days  at  a  nearby 
school. 

Teacher  Comments 

"We  have  a  nice,  profes- 
sional staff.   Most  of  the 
teachers  here  are  breaking 
their  necks  to  really  teach 
the  children.   They  have 
the  children's  interest  at 
heart." 


"People  have  a  mental  block 
about  coming  through  the  tunnel. 
We're  really  not  that  far.   We've 
never  experienced  any  major  prob- 
lems with  busing  the  children 
here." 

FACILITIES 

The  Guild  School  is  actually 
two  buildings  which  have  been 
joined  together;  one  part,  the 
older  section  was  built  in  1921; 
the  nev^er  section  was  built  in 
19  56.  '^he   newer  section  houses 
the  cafeteria,  library,  com- 
bination gymnasium/auditorium, 
and  four  classrooms  for  regular 
education  and  two  classrooms  for 
extended  day  kindergarten.   The 
older  structure  houses  the  nurse's 
office,  the  Advanced  4th  and  5th 
grade  classes,  two  classrooms 
for  extended  day  kindergarten,  a 
resource  room,  a  'T'itle  I  reading 
classroom  and  the  regular  edu- 
cation classrooms. 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

There  is  an  active  and 
dedicated  REPC  at  the  Guild. 
Council  input  on  educational 
programs  enables  parents  to 
offer  suggestions  and  discuss 
problems  openly  with  the  staff. 
There  is  a  small  Home  and  School 
Association  at  the  school. 
Parents  who  are  unable  to  attend 
meetings  are  kept  well-informed 
of  school  events  by  constant 
notices  that  are  sent  home  with 
the  children. 

Parent  Comments 

"It's  a  super  school. 
Discipline  is  great.   I  would 
recommend  this  school  to  any 
parent.   Nothing  I  could  say 
would  be  good  enough.   The 
teachers  really  care.  A  child 
belongs  here,  the  teachers  are 
like  parents  in  this  homey 
environment. " 
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"They  try  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  child.   The  prin- 
cipal and  staff  are  sensitive. 
If  you  have  a  problem,  come  and 
they  will  give  you  some  kind  of 
feedback." 

"This  is  a  comfortable, 
warm  atmosphere  for  the  child. 
There  is  discipline,  but  it  is 
a  loving  discipline.   The 
programs  are  excellent.   The 
children  are  very  happy  here. 
The  doors  are  always  open  to  me. 
It's  like  a  second  home." 


Editorial  Comments 


The  happy ,  open ,  homey 
atmosphere  of  the  Guild  pro- 
vides an  optimum  environment 
for  learning.   The  principal, 
staff,  and  parents  all  seem  to 
be  working  toward  one  end  -  to 
provide  the  best  possible 
education  for  each  child. 

The  principal's  pride  in 
his  school  is  evidenced  by 
the  publication  of  a  brochure 
each  spring,  encouraging 
prospective  students  and 
their  parents  to  visit  the 
school.   It  is  well  worth  the 
trip.   Special  mention  should 
be  made  of  the  library  and 
Extended  Day  Kindergartens 
which  are  exceptional.   Also, 
the  reading  scores  achieved  by 
the  students  last  spring  were 
the  highest  in  the  city. 

Requests  are  being  made 
for  more  classroom  space  which 
the  school  needs  and  deserves. 
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[athan  Hale 

lementary  School 

1  Cedar  Street 
loxbury,  MA  02119 
'elephone:  427-1930 

;rades :  K  through  5 

rincipal:  Pasquale  Lochiatto 

otal  Enrollment:  175 

lack:  78  White:  60  Other:  37 


rincipal  Comments 


"In  the  Nathan  Hale  Academics-Plus  Program,  teachers  are 
ommitted  to  the  concept  of  self-contained  classrooms  in  which 
hey  are  responsible  for  pupil  mastery  of  skills  in  each  subject 
rea.   The  curriculum  follows  a  definite  progression,  building  on 
he  skills  and  abilities  acquired  at  the  previous  levels." 

"On  an  individual  basis,  each  child  is  expected  to  continually 
evelop  the  skills,  attitudes  and  the  confidence  necessary   for  a 
roblem  solving  approach  to  life." 

"The  school  atmosphere  is  warm,  happy,  quiet,  and  very 
upportive  of  pupil  progress  and  achievement.   Parent  involvement 
n  school  activities  is  welcomed." 

"Our  enrollment  has  continually  increased  because  parents 
ave  recognized  the  excellent  nature  and  quality  of  our  school 
rograms . " 


Educational  Program 


The  Nathan  Hale  Academics-Plus  Program  is  based  on  the  belief 
hat  the  major  role  of  the  school  is  to  equip  students  with  the 
asic  academic  skills  necessary  to  become  productive  members  of 
ociety  and  to  foster  the  development  of  study  habits  conducive 
0  continuous  independent  learning  throughout  life.   The  school 
eeks  to  build  within  each  child  a  positive  self-image,  a  sense 
f  responsibility,  respect  for  and  appreciation  of  other  people, 
slf-understanding  and  confidence  and  pride  in  accomplishments 
hrough  proven  academic  achievement.   Modes  of  learning  are 
ndividual;  many  children  learn  best  in  a  structured  teacher- 
irected  environment.   The  Academics-Plus  philosophy  recognizes 
lie  great  responsibility  of  the  parents  in  the  social  and 
sychological  development  of  the  "whole  child" .   Each  child 
ill  develop  and  progress  to  his  fullest  ability  through  a 
tructured,  well-defined, sequential,  basic  skills-oriented 
arriculum  with  emphasis  on  reading,  mathematics,  written  and  oral 
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language,  spelling  and  hand- 
writing. 

The  Academics-Plus  School 
incorporates  the  following 
characteristics:  instructional 
program  with  emphasis  on  basic 
skills;  teacher-directed  learning; 
discipline  -  firm,  consistent, 
and  fair;  written  notification 
of  parent  and  student  responsi- 
bility. 

The  Boston  Public  Schools 
curriculum  guides,  supplemented 
with  specially  designed  Aca- 
demics-Plus objectives,  serve 
as  the  plan  for  instruction. 
It  is  the  method  of  instruc- 
tion, as  well  as  the  content, 
that  sets  the  Hale  apart  from 
other  Boston  Public  Schools. 

The  Hale  has  a  grade 
organization  structure  K-5. 
Each  classroom  is  self-con- 
tained and  under  the  supervision 
of  one  teacher  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  all  major 
subjects  and  all  classroom 
activities.   A  clearly 
defined  program  structure, 
organization  and  a  logical 
order  of  curriculum 
presentation  serves  as 
the  foundation  and  basis 
for  all  instruction. 
Teachers  consult  and  work 
cooperatively  as  a  total 
unit  to  ensure  individual 
pupil  attention  and  progress 
from  grade  to  grade. 

Basic  skills  instruction 
receives  the  repetition, 
review  and  drill  needed  for 
mastery.   Textbooks,  meeting 
the  Academics-Plus  ob- 
jectives, have  been  selected 
for  each  subject  area.   The 
same  text  series  is  used  at 
all  grade  levels  to  ensure 
instructional  continuity. 

Homework  is  given  regu- 
larly to  all  students. 
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Frequent  evaluation  of  student 
progress,  includes  but  is  not 
limited  to  the  use  of  standard- 
ized tests,  chapter  and  unit 
tests,  and  teacher  evaluations. 
Children  who  do  not  show  suffi- 
cient progress  in  the  mastery 
of  basic  skills  will  be  given 
remedial  help  through  the 
use  of  tutors,  aides,  and  sup- 
plementary reading  instruction 
in  small  groups. 

Several  extra  programs 
have  been  available  for  child- 
ren in  art,  music,  science, 
Spanish-as-a-Second  Language 
and  physical  education. 
Teachers  have  had  the  re- 
sources of  specialists  to  help 
in  these  areas.   Once  a  week, 
the  students  visit  the  lib- 
rary which  is  staffed  by  a 
parent  volunteer.   The  Hale 
School  is  also  working  with 
the  Camp  Fire  Girls  organi- 
zation in  developing  student 
self-reliance  and  Career  Edu- 
cation activities.   A  six 
week  Career  Education  pro- 
gram is  held  for  3rd,  4th  and 
5th  grade  students. 


Magnet  Theme 


Academics-Plus,  the 
magnet  theme  at  the  Hale, 
emphasizes  individual  pupil 
and  group  achievement  in 
reading,  mathematics,  language, 
and  writing  -  balanced  with 
a  wide  variety  of  different 
enrichment  and  cultural 
activities.   In  order  to 
carry  out  the  magnet  theme, 
emphasis  on  basic  studies, 
achievable  objectives  and 
achievement  levels  are  clearly 
stated  for  each  grade. 
Students,  within  their 
capabilities,  are  expected 
to  accomplish  these  goals 
before  moving  to  the  next 
grade.   The  curriculum  follows 
a  definite  progression,  building 
on  the  skills  and  abilities 
acquired  at  each  level. 


The  staff  has  been  totally 
involved  in  planning  and 
implementing  the  magnet  theme. 
Parents  have  had  input,  additional 
personnel  have  been  assigned, 
and  the  student  enrollment  has 
substantially  increased  in  the 
past  two  years.   The  balanced 
enrollment  and  the  establishment 
of  KI  and  KIT  extended  day 
kindergarten  programs  have 
brought  greater  stability  and 
instructional  continuity  through 
the  grades . 

Pairings 

university 

The  Nathan  Hale  is  paired 
with  Wheelock  College.   The  pro- 
gram services  include  an  ex- 
tensive variety  of  early  child- 
hood educational  experiences  for 
the  extended  day  students  and 
regular  individual  tutoring 
for  selected  grade  1-5 
students . 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 

There  is  an  Evaluation 
Team  Leader  who  works  on  a 
part-time  basis  at  the  Hale 
School.   There  is  one 
resource  room  and  one  special 
needs  teacher  who  provide 
services  to  approximately 
25  students. 

title  1 

Seventy-five  students 
are  provided  instruction  in 
reading  through  the  Title  I 
program  that  is  available 
at  the  Hale  School.   The  school 
has  a  Title  I  reading  labora- 
tory which  highly  motivates 
student  learning  through  an 
individualized  approach.   The 
laboratory  effectively  com- 
plements the  regular  reading 
program. 


esaa 

The  school  has  received 
over  $3,000  in  mini-grant 
awards  that  provide  stimulating 
materials  and  multicultural 
experiences  for  students. 

remedial  services 

The  Remedial  Reading  Program 
provides  small  group  instruction 
for  children  who  need  to  be 
brought  up  to  their  present  grade 
level  in  reading.   The  program 
is  offered  daily,  for  45-rainute 
periods,  depending  on  the   need 
of  the  child.   The  selection  of 
students  for  this  program  is 
based  on  the  individual ' s  reading 
achievement  and  on  the  recom- 
mendations and  evaluation  of 
the  child's  classroom  teacher 
and  the  remedial  reading 
teacher. 

Other  636 

Boston  Zoological  Society: 
features  classroom  programs  and 
activities  with  live  animals  for 
grades  1 ,  2 ,  and  3 . 

Boston  Ballet:  in  association 
with  the  Donovan  School,  Randolph, 
features  field  trips  to  the 
Boston  Ballet  Center,  Donovan 
School  and  attendance  at  a 
performance  of  the  "Sleeping 
Beauty  Ballet"  in  Boston.  Grade  5. 

Peabody  Museum:  Salem,  MA  - 
in  association  with  the  Alighieri 
School,  East  Boston.   A  series  of 
field  trips  to  the  Peabody  Whaling 
Museum,  Salem.   Grade  5. 

Nashoba  Valley  Camping 
Program: in  association  with  the 
Bradley  School,  East  Boston. 
One  week  outdoor  camping  in 
Westford,  MA  field  trip  and 
multicultural  food  days.  Grade  4. 
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Thompson  Island  -  Tides 
Program:  in  association  with  the 
Alighieri  School,  East  Boston. 
Trips,  by  ferry,  to  Thompson 
Island  for  environment  related 
studies.  Grades  1,  2,  3. 

Media  Center  Skills: 
support  for  a  materials  resource 
center  for  reading  and  language 
arts  supplementary  materials. 
All  grades. 

Multicultural  Curriculum 
Presentations  -  a  series  of 
diverse  performances,  re- 
presenting many  cultures  and 
a  variety  of  themes.   These 
are  presented  by  community 
and  out  of  school  organizations. 

health 

The  school  nurse  is  at  the 
Hale  part  time  during  the  week; 
she  is  on  call  the  other  days. 
There  is  a  nurse's  room  in  the 
building. 

FACILITIES 

The  school  has  a  library, 
a  mini  gym,  a  media  resource 
center,  and  a  very  large 
school  yard. 

The  school  is  in  very 
good  condition.   It  has  been 
newly  painted,  modernized, 
and  the  surrounding  area  is 
residential  and  quiet. 

The  school  has  requested 
the  construction  of  an  addition 
which  will  include  a  cafeteria- 
gym  combination  and  special 
rooms  for  art,  music,  and 
science  activities. 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

There  is  a  full  Racial 
Ethnic  Parent  Council  (REPC)  and 
a  Home  and  School  Association 
at  the  Hale  School.   Transporta- 
tion to  REPC  meetings  is  provided, 


Parents  are  invited  to 
participate  in  the  planning  of 
curriculum  and  programs  at  the 
school.   Close  contact  is         | 
maintained  with  parents  in  regard 
to  student  programs  and  student 
needs.   Parents  are  welcome  to 
visit  the  school  at  any  time. 

Parent  Comments 

"I  think  the  teachers  are 
excellent,  they  take  the  time  to 
explain  things  to  you." 

"I'm  upset  about  the  cuts 
in  funding  -  there  is  less  music 
and  science  this  year." 

"I  like  the  stress  on 
traditional  academic  subjects. 
The  children  get  a  very  good 
background  in  reading  and  math." 

Editorial  Comments 

The  faculty  and  administra- 
tion show  an  unusual  commitment 
to  the  students  and  the  school  as 
a  whole.   This  in  turn  shows  in 
the  classroom  and  out  in  the 
playground,  where  all  the  children 
radiate  a  happiness  and  an  atti- 
tude of  high  morale. 

This  setting  of  traditional 
education  reflects  that  the  child- 
ren of  the  Nathan  Hale  can  be 
happy  while  working  diligently 
on  their  education. 

I  think  upon  leaving  the 
Nathan  Hale,  these  children  will 
have  had  a  firm  foundation  on 
which  to  build  their  future 
education. 


-  22  - 


Dennis   C.    Haley 
Elementary   School 
570   American   Legion   Highway 
Jamaica   Plain,    MA    02130 
relephone:    522-1661 

Srades :    K    through    5 
Principal:    Robert   J.    Berry 
rotal   Enrollment:     3  39 
Black:    167      White:    147      Other; 

^^verage   Class    Size:    25 


t 


25 


Principal  Comments 


"Through  the  program  at  the  Dennis  C.  Haley,  we  try  to 
instill  in  our  pupils  not  only  a  feeling  of  freedom,  but  also 
Df  responsibility.   Minimal  grade  standards  have  been  developed 
and  it  is  expected  that  through  close  cooperation  between  the 
nome  and  the  school  each  child  will  develop  to  his/her  highest 
educational  potential." 


Educational  Program 


The  Haley  has  an  open  space  concept  and  is  divided  into  three 
areas:  (1)  the  Explorers  -  two  class  stations  equivalent  to  first 
grade;  C2)  the  Pioneers  -  four  class  stations  equivalent  to  grades 
two  and  three;  (3)  the  Settlers  -  four  class  stations  equivalent 
to  grades  four  and  five.   KI  and  KII  have  separate  classrooms. 

The  classes  are  multi-graded  and  partially  ability  grouped. 
There  is  an  overlapping  graded  system  by  which  most  children  are 
placed  with  other  students  at  the  same  ability  level.   Flexibility 
of  the  grouping  encourages  the  development  of  a  comfortable  and 
challenging  learning  atmosphere. 

Teaching  is  done  on  an  individual  basis.   Team  teaching   is 
found  in  some  subject  areas.   The  teaching  style  is  basically 
traditional  but  the  approach  varies  depending  on  the  teacher, 
the  student,  and  the  subject  being  taught. 

The  educational  program  also  includes  music,  art,  physical 
education,  sewing  and  cooking.  There  is  conversational  Spanish 
for  some  4th  and  5th  graders. 

Extra  curricular  activities  include  a  science  club  and 
Softball  team.   A  camera  club  is  in  the  planning  stages. 

Continuity  of  program  and  individualized  or  small  group 
work  are  two  major  strengths  of  the  educational  program. 


J) 

Id 
U 
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Magnet  Theme 


The  magnet  theme  at  the 
Haley  is  science.   With  the 
help  of  Wheelock  College,  and 
with  input  from  parents  and 
students  an  extensive  science 
program  has  been  developed. 

The  goal  of  this  program  is 
to  have  science  become  an  en- 
joyable subject  fulfilling 
each  child's  curiosity  about 
himself  and  the  world  around 
him.   The  Science  Specialists, 
the  teacher-consultant  coordi- 
nator, and  teachers  have 
devised  a  program  emphasizing 
the  natural  sciences,  zoology, 
and  conservation.   The 
objectives  are  to  introduce 
the  natural  sciences  to 
young  children  and  to  teach 
them  the  proper  care  and 
maintenance  of  animals,  fish 
and  plant  life.   Direct 
application  of  the  principles 
of  science  is  experienced 
through  on-site  visits  to 
both  Franklin  Park  Zoo  and 
the  Children's  Museum. 

The  Haley  uses  its  science 
program  to  upgrade  pupils 
performances  in  other  subject 
areas,  e.g.  reading,  language 
skills,  social  sciences  and 
mathematics . 


Pairings 
university 


Wheelock  College:  Through 
the  university  pairing,  the 
Haley  is  able  to  offer  an 
expanded  science  program  with 
a  part  time  science  coordinator. 

Also  Wheelock  provides 
two  reading  specialists  who 
work  with  grades  1  and  2. 


Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 


There  are  three  areas 
within  the  school  that  are  used 
for  special  needs  services . 
Although  there  are  no  separate 
classrooms  for  Special  Needs 
students,  the  children  are 
mainstreamed  into  all  areas  of 
the  school,  and  there  is  one 
resource  teacher  in  the  school. 

title  1 

The  school  has  two  Title 
I  teachers  and  four  Title  I 
aides.   Eligibility  is  de- 
termined by  a  combination  of 
achievement  testing,  teacher 
evaluations  and  geocode. 

These  teachers  offer  a 
Title  I  program  in  both  reading 
and  mathematics. 

esaa  &  career 

Through  the  ESAA  grant, 
there  is  a  career  awareness  pro- 
gram for  grades  4  and  5 . 

Other  636 

Franklin  Park  Zoo/Children's 
Museum  -  Children  in  grades  one 
through  three  participate  in 
this  program.   Animals  being 
studied  are  brought  into 
classrooms.   Children  in  grades 
four  and  five  visit  the  Child- 
ren's Museum. 

health 

There  is  a  nurse  at  the 
Haley  part  time  during  the  week; 
the  other  days  she  is  on  call 
at  a  nearby  building. 
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Teacher  Comments 

"The  kids  have  a  lot  of 
work  but  they  have  a  lot  of 
fun .  " 

"I  think  our  emphasis  has 
been  in  reading  along  with  our 
science . " 

"There  ought  to  be  a  full 
time  science  person  since  the 
magnet  theme  is  science." 

"I  think  the  children 
that  have  been  in  this 
building  from  kindergarten  to 
the  second  grade  have  roots 
that  we  can  keep  building 
upon.   Where  in  the  children 
that  have  come  from  other 
districts  and  other  schools 
they  really  have  to  start 
from  the  very  beginning." 

"I  really  like  this 
school.   The  set  up  is  great. 
I  like  the  principal,  faculty, 
and  parents.   It's  a  happy 
place. " 

FACILITIES 


The  Racial  Ethnic  Parent 
Council  (REPC)  and  the  Home 
and  School  Association  have 
combined  their  efforts  this 
year  in  many  areas .   They 
sponsor  family  events  such  as 
the  Spring  Olympics,  Inter- 
national Dinner  and  the  Christmas 
Bazaar.   They  have  currently 
formed  a  Middle  School  Committee 
and  a  Transportation  Committee. 
Parents  also  work  or  volunteer 
in  many  areas  of  the  school. 

Parent  Comments 

"There  seems  to  be  a  good 
harmonious  exchange  between 
staff  and  parents,  even  when 
you  disagree  it's  o.k." 

"On  a  one  to  one  level 
there's  a  lot  of  exchange 
between  staff  and  parents  and 
teachers  and  parents  and 
principal . " 

"I  think  our  science 
program,  since  we  are  a 
Science  magnet,  should  be 
better  implemented  than  it  is. 
We  should  have  a  full  time 
Science  teacher." 


The  building  houses  the 
following:  library,  art  room, 
music/sewing  room,  multi- 
purpose room  which  serves  as 
a  cafeteria,  auditorium, 
and  gym. 

The  Haley  is  a  recently 
renovated  building  and  appears 
to  be  in  excellent  condition. 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

Parent  involvement  is 
encouraged  by  the  admini- 
strative and  teaching  staff. 
The  principal  feels  that  one 
of  the  major  strengths 
of  the  school  is  the 
positive  parent  participation 
and  the  degree  of  cooperation 
that  exists  between  the 
school  staff  and  parents. 


"I  do  see  learning 
going  on  at  the  Haley.   I  see 
my  children  getting  a  good 
start.   I  don't  think  I'll 
have  to  worry  about  them." 

"I  like  the  open 
classroom  set  up.   I  think  that's 
very  good.   The  fact  that  kids 
can  work  on  their  own  levels  in 
various  areas  is  very  appealing 
to  me . " 

"I  feel  comfortable  as 
a  parent,  participating." 

Editorial  Comments 

The  Dennis  C.  Haley  School 
is  concerned  with  children  in 
all  aspects  of  their  growth  and 
development.   Parents  are  ex- 
pected and  encouraged  to  play 
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an  active  role  in  their 
children's  educational  process. 

Great  emphasis  is  placed 
on  reading.  The  Haley  School 
placed  second  in  the  District 
Nine  Magnet  reading  test. 

Children  come  to  the 
Haley  School  from  all  over 
Boston  and  that  fact  has  not 
seemingly  affected  parents  being 
involved  in  the  school.   Parents 
and  students  like  the  school 
and  want  to  be  there. 
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James  W.  Hennigan 
Elementary  School 
200  Heath  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
Telephone:   427-4573 

Grades :   K  through  5 

Principal:   Joseph  J.  Prendergast 

Total  Enrollment:  640 

Black:  246   White:   207   Other:  187 


Principal  Comments 


The  James  W.  Hennigan  Elementary  School  is  an  open-space 
school  in  a  modern  building,  which  has  been  highly  successful 
in  attracting  students  from  all  parts  of  the  city. 

The  theme  of  the  Hennigan  School  is  multicultural,  enabling 
the  pupils  to  learn  at  an  early  age  how  to  respect  other 
cultures  and  acquaint  themselves  with  children  from  varied 
backgrounds . 


The  entire 
partitions  clos 
contained.   The 
the  staff  to  ch 
needs  of  their 
makes  it  easier 
School,  which  i 
skills,  and  to 
through  Individ 


Learning  Area  c 
ed ,  to  make  a  s 

physical  aspec 
ange  their  teac 
students.   The 

to  fulfill  the 
s  to  give  each 
enable  each  chi 
ualized  instruc 


an  be  open-ended,  or  the  wall 
pecific  Learning  Space  self- 
t  of  the  Hennigan  School  enables 
hing  techniques  to  best  suit  the 
flexibility  of  space  and  technique 

educational  goal  of  the  Hennigan 
child  a  solid  foundation  of  basic 
Id  to  move  at  his  or  her  own  pace 
tion. 


Educational  Program 


The  educational  program  at  the  Hennigan  emphasizes  the  basic 
skills  (reading,  math,  and  language  skills)  in  all  academic  areas. 
In  each  grade,  teachers  have  grouped  students  by  their  level  of 
performance  thereby  providing  for  individual  educational  needs. 
To  achieve  this  end,  the  school  is  physically  divided  into_three 
separate  areas.   Each  grade  has  its  own  section  or  pod.   Moveable 
walls  divide  each  of  these  large  areas  into  individual  classrooms, 
opening  into  a  large  common  area.   All  students  are  assigned  by 
grade  to  a  homeroom;  the  homerooms  are  balanced  with  regard  to  race 
and  sex.   Bilingual  students  also  are  integrated  into  each  of  the 
homerooms . 


-  27  - 


The  kindergarten  program 
includes  four  extended  day 
kindergartens,  consisting  of 
two  Kindergarten  I  programs, 
two  kindergarten  II  programs 
and  one  kindergarten 
laboratory.   Grades  one 
through  five  include 
regular  classes  and  a  Hispanic 
bilingual  class  at  each  level. 
There  is  an  advanced  work 
program  (regular  and  bilingual) 
at  the  Hennigan  for  grades  four 
and  five  students. 

In  establishing  a  firm 
foundation  in  education,  it 
is  the  intent  of  the  school 
to  advance  each  child  one 
grade-level  in  reading 
each  year.   There  are  a  large 
variety  of  reading  and  math 
basals  used  in  the  school, 
together  with  supplementary 
materials  for  enrichment. 
Children  are  grouped  according 
to  level  and  remediation  is 
provided  when  necessary. 


Magnet  Theme 


A  dual  Magnet  theme  is 
stressed  at  the  Hennigan  which 
accepts  as  its  basic  goals 
the  promotion  of  a  desire  for 
personal  growth  and  the 
development  of  positive 
attitudes  toward  the  learning 
process . 

The  school  concentrates  on 
Mastery  of  the  Basics , -Reading, 
Language,  and  Mathematics  and 
on  developing  the  second  magnet 
theme.  Multicultural  Education 
which  focuses  on  imparting  to 
all  students  a  formal  knowledge, 
understanding  and  appreciation 
of  all  the  cultures  which  have 
contributed  their  strength  to 
America. 

Pairings 


university 


The  Hennigan  School  is 
paired  with  Lesley  College. 
The  program  offers  direct 
services  to  children  in  reading, 
It  employs  five  reading  aides 
to  give  direct  assistance  to 
children  in  reading  and  reading 
related  activities .   Teachers 
at  each  grade  level  select  the 
children  with  whom  the  aides 
work  according  to  priority 
needs . 

A  Lesley  College  reading 
instructor  meets  with  the  aides 
weekly  for  group  instruction, 
observes  their  work  throughout 
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the  week,  and  gives 
assistance  in  their  planning 
and  in  their  direct  work 
with  individuals  and  small 
groups  of  children. 

The  reading  instructor  is 
also  available  to  the  classroom 
teachers  for  assistance  in 
obtaining  reading  resources ► 

It  also  provides  a  part- 
time  psychologist  and  two 
parent  coordinators.   One  task 
of  the  Parent  Coordinators  is 
to  motivate  parent  participation, 
Administration,  the  faculty,  the 
Project  Review  Board  and 
interested  parents  are  involved 
in  the  planning  and  extension 
of  the  program  for  the  next  year, 


Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 


The  school  has  a  full-time 
Core  Evaluation  T'eam  Leader  who 
is  responsible  for  core 
evaluations .   The  program  provides 
three  Resource  Rooms  (one 
bilingual  Spanish  and  two  regular) , 
one  bilingual  Learning  Adaptive 
Behavior  class,  one  bilingual 
Social  and  Academic  Remediation 
class,  two  bilingual  classes  for 
children  with  Learning 
Disabilities  and  two  bilingual 
Early  Childhood  classes.   An 
individualized  educational  program 
is  offered  to  fit  the  needs  of 
each  child  assigned  to  the 
program. 


bilingual 


A  Spanish  bilingual 
program,  supplemented  by  the 
additional  of  ESL  is  offered 
to  all  Spanish  speaking 
students  in  grades   one  through 
five.   Bilingual  students  are 
integrated  with  English  speaking 
students  in  all  homerooms  as 
well  as  in  art,  music,  gym, 
pool  and  other  activities. 

English  speaking  children 
at  the  Hennigan  are  offered  the 
opportunity  of  learning  a 
second  language-Spanish.   T'he 
course  is  a  conversational  one. 

Advanced  Work  classes 
offer  French  as  a  second 
language.   This  is  a  two  year 
conversational  program. 

title  1 

The  Hennigan  offers  two 
Title  I  enrichment  programs; 
one  in  Reading  (Grade  5)  and 
in  English  as  a  Second  Language 
(Grade  5) .   Both  programs 
provide  supplementary  small 
group  instruction  to  those 
children  who  demonstrate  the 
greatest  educational  need  and 
are  eligible  by  residence- 
geocode  and  Federal  guidelines. 


esaa 

Eligible  Hennigan  students 
are  offered  supplementary  small 
group  instruction  in  Reading 
and  in  Math  under  a  special 
ESAA  program. 
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other  636 


Through  636  funding  all 
teachers  and  students  at  the 
Hennigan  School  visit  the 
Museum  of  Science  for  programs 
on  biology,  physiology,  ecology, 
paleontology,  physical  science 
etc.   Guided  activities  in  the 
halls  follow.   Children  are 
learning  in  a  non-school 
setting  with  the  added 
enjoyment  of  visiting  exhibits 
at  the  museum.   Hennigan  parents 
accompany  classes  to  the  museum 
(one  parent  per  class) . 

As  a  culmination  to  this 
year's  program,  the  Science 
Museum  will  host  Hennigan 
teachers,  students,  and  parents 
in  a  museum  program  and 
visit.   This  will  take  place 
on  a  Friday  night  in  May. 

Resulting  from  a  need 
expressed  by  the  R.E.P.C., 
teachers,  and  administration 
our  Multicultural  program 
is  now  in  its  second  year  of 
operation. 

The  program  employs  a 
part-time  Multicultural 
Coordinator  whose  job 
includes  expansion  of  our 
Multicultural  Resource 
Center  and  facilitation  of 
the  school's  multicultural 
programs  through  development 
of  curriculum  and  aid  to 
teachers  in  the  utilization 
of  materials,  demonstration 
lessons,  workshops,  field 
trips  and  assemblies. 


health 


The  Hennigan  School  has 
a  full-time  nurse  and  a 
modern  healthroom. 


FACILITIES 

The  facility  contains  the 
following:   Cafeteria/ 
Auditorium,  Community  Meeting 
Rooms,  Home  Economic ' s  Room, 
7  66  Resource  Room,  Swimming 
Pool,  Art  Room,  Music  Room, 
and  Teacher  Media  Center. 

The  Hennigan  library  has 
become  an  integral  part  of  the 
entire  school.   The  library 
services  all  students  and 
teachers.   It  is  a  meeting 
place  for  parents  and  volunteers 
who  visit  the  school.   Library 
staff  members  help  coordinate 
School  Volunteer  programs  in 
the  school. 

Besides  weekly  visits  to 
the  library,  the  library  is 
available  to  all  students  for 
research  and  special  projects. 
Some  library  activities  are: 
teaching  library  skills, 
encouraging  reading,  book 
making,  story  telling,  the 
showing  of  film  strips  and  oral 
book  reports.   Library  exhibits 
are  constantly  being  rotated. 
The  work  of  all  aide  and 
volunteers  in  the  library, 
clearly  make  the  (Hennigan  School 
library  an  enjoyable  place  for 
students . ) 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

The  Hennigan  is  a  magnet 
school  and  draws  its  students 
from  all  parts  of  the  city.   This 
fact  makes  it  difficult  for 
parents  to  participate  as 
actively  as  they  would  like  in 
school  programs.   Transportation 
is  a  definite  problem  which  has 
been  as  is  being  addressed  by 
the  Hennigan  administration, 
staff  and  Racial  Ethnic  Parent 
Council . 
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There  are  two  parent 
coordinators  for  the  Lesley/ 
Hennigan  program  and  Parents 
volunteer  to  assist  in  the 
library,  as  well  as  volunteer 
to  chaperone  in  our  636 
Science  program  activities. 

In  June  the  Hennigan 
realizes  the  fruits  of  its 
efforts  in  its  Multicultural 
Festival.   Administration, 
teachers,  R.E.P.C.,  staff, 
children,  and  parents  work 
to  make  this  "now  annual" 
event  a  memorable  one. 

Parent  Comments 

The  teaching  staff  is 
excellent.   I  have  been 
pleased  with  all  the 
teachers  my  child  has  had. 

I've  been  here  5  years 
and  I've  watched  this  school 
grow.   Five  years  ago,  the 
library  was  just  a  place  for 
the  students  to  check  in  and 
out  books--now  it's  a 
central  part  of  the  school. 
Volunteers  come  in  to  run  the 
library,  there  are  speakers, 
and  groups,  and  coffee  hours 
for  the  parents.   The  kids 
are  really  learning  library 
skills.   It  has  been  a 
slow  process,  but  we've  made 
progress  and  we  are  working 
together. 

"Some  of  the  teachers 
are  great.   The  "team"  my 
daughter  had  last  year  was 
exceptional.   I  don't  think 
you  could  find  better 
teachers — individually  or 
as  a  group." 


"There  are  roaches  in 
the  building.   But  the  School 
Department  said  they  are 
going  to  take  care  of  the 
problem  and  I  would  hate  to 
see  someone  not  send  their 
child  here  because  of  that. 
There  are  so  many  wonderful 
programs  here." 

"My  child  is  learning. 
She  enjoys  school.   I  compare 
her  to  children  I  know  in 
other  systems--she  knows  as 
much  as  they  do." 

"The  children  learn  a  lot 
in  the  classroom — it's  just 
that  the  school  could  be  so 
much  more  than  it  is.   The 
Hennigan  needs  strong  leadership. 
I  wish,  we  parents,  could  have 
veto  power  when  it  comes  to 
the  selection  of  principal." 

Editorial  Comments 

The  teaching  staff  at  the 
Hennigan  is  impressive.   They 
are  productive,  dedicated  and 
function  well  together.   Many 
worthwhile  and  innovative 
programs  offered  at  the  school 
are  the  direct  results  of 
joint  efforts  'by  the  parents 
and  teachers . 

This  year  the  R.E.P.C.  other 
parents  and  the  staff  have  spent 
a  considerable  amount  of  time 
addressing  the  problem  of 
building  maintenance;  they  feel 
confident  that  this  problem 
should  be  resolved  by  the  spring. 
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Rafael  Hernandez 
Elementary  School 
370  Columbia  Road 
Dorchester,  MA  02125 
Telephone:  287-1093 

Grades:  K  through  5 

Principal:  Maria  Alvarez  Geddes 

Total  Enrollment:  215 

Black:  44   White:  18   Other:  153 

Average  Class  Size:  18 


Mncipal  Comments 

"The  Hernandez  could  be  an  exc 
your  child.  If  your  child  is  verba 
ferent  people  and  sharing  new  exper 
would  be  a  most  appropriate  choice, 
welcoming  atmosphere  where  children 
other.  We  also  want  all  our  studen 
as  possible  in  their  academic  work, 
habits  are  required.  We  group  our 
and  math  in  order  to  allow  each  chi 
but  we  expect  the  best  possible  per 


iting  learning  experience  for 
1  and  enjoys  meeting  dif- 
iences,  then  the  Hernandez 

We  try  to  create  a  warm, 
can  learn  to  work  with  each 
ts  to  progress  as  rapidly 

Homework  and  good  study 
students  by  levels  in  reading 
Id  to  move  at  his  own  pace, 
formance  from  all  children." 


Educational  Program 


The  Hernandez  is  a  "flexible"  traditional  school.   Children 
are  grouped  in  classes  of  twenty  or  less  and  work  with  a  teacher 
and  an  aide.   Part  of  the  morning  is  devoted  to  the  instruction 
of  language  arts  in  both  Spanish  and  English  with  the  bilingual 
classroom  teachers  and/or  specialists.   The  remainder  of  the  day 
is  used  for  math,  science,  social  studies,  music  and  art.   The 
magnet  theme  -  bilingual/multicultural  education  -  is  evident 
throughout  the  entire  curriculum.   Most  subjects  are  taught 
in  two  languages  and  materials  in  Spanish  and  English  are  readily 
available  for  the  students. 

All  students  are  included  in  the  bilingual  program  and  are 
learning  a  second  language.   The  Spanish-speaking  children 
are  learning  to  speak,  read,  and  write  English,  while  the 
English-speaking  children  are  learning  words,  phrases,  con- 
versational and  oral  Spanish.   English-speaking  students  are 
also  learning  a  little  reading  and  writing  in  Spanish. 

Children  are  grouped  according  to  their  levels  in  Spanish, 
English,  reading  and  math.   The  basal  reader  in  English  is:  Keys 
to  Reading;  in  Spanish,  The  Senda  Series  and  the  Santillana 
Reading  in  Two  Languages  Program.   A  variety  of  supplementary 
reading  materials  are  used  in  both  languages.   English-speaking 
students  have  reading  scores  comparable  or  better  than  those  of 
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students  in  other  Boston  schools. 
Remediation  is  provided  for 
students  who  need  it.   Students 
go  to  the  library  weekly  with 
their  homeroom  teachers  and 
often  make  additional  visits  with 
the  specialists - 


Magnet  Theme 


Bilingual/Multicultural 
Education  is  the  magnet  theme 
offered  by  the  Rafael  Hernandez 
School.   All  students  in  the 
school  are  being  exposed  to 
a  second  language  (Spanish  for 
English  speakers  and  English 
for  Spanish  speakers) .   The 
specific  objectives  of  the 
school  are  to  acquaint  children 
with  the  variety  of  cultures 
present  in  their  community,  and 
to  create  a  completely 
bilingual  environment  for 
students  and  staff.   Major 
among  the  school's  accomplish- 
ments is  the  development  of  a 
sequential  learning  program  for 
bilingual  students.   All 
members  of  the  Hernandez  School 
staff,  the  parents  on  the 
Racial  Ethnic  Parent  Council 
(REPC)  and  the  staff  from  the 
cultural/educational  institutions 
with  which  the  school  is 
paired  have  met  to  further 
develop  the  magnet  theme. 


Pairings 

university 


The  Hernandez  School  is 
paired  with  Boston  University. 
Chapter  636  monies  provide  for 
the  services  of  the  music, 
physical  education,  and  guitar 
teachers.   Boston  University 
staff  members  also  provide 
support  for  in-school  activi- 
ties and  Spanish  language 
classes  for  interested 
parents. 
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cultural 

The  Hernandez  School  is 
paired  with  the  New  England 
Aquarium  through  a  Chapter  6  36 
grant.   The  grant  provides  for 
direct  services  to  students, 
teacher-training,  the  development 
of  materials,  and  field  trips 
to  the  Aquarium  and  other 
marine  habitats.   Staff  from 
the  Aquarium  teach  the  students 
about  marine  life,  both  at  the 
Hernandez  and  at  the  Aquarium. 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 

The  school  has  one  part 
time  evaluation  team  leader,  two 
(2)  resource  rooms  and  one  (1) 
substantially  separate  class. 
Students  are  assigned  to  the 
two  resource  rooms  on  the  basis  of 
their  language  competency.   One 
resource  room  provides  bilingual 
services  and  the  other  provides 
remediation  in  English.   The 
children  receiving  special  needs 
services  in  the  substantially 
separate  class  are  assigned  home- 
rooms and  also  share  in  the 
following  activities:  art, 
physical  education,  field  trips, 
special  presentations,  etc. 


bilingual 


Complete  bilingual  services 
are  available  at  the  Hernandez 
School.   It  is  the  Model 
Bilingual  School  for  Boston. 
The  educational  services  parallel 
those  offered  for  English  speakinc 
students.   Instruction  is  pro- 
vided in  reading  and  writing  in 
Spanish  and  English,  Mathematics, 
Science,  Social  Studies,  Music, 
Physical  Education,  and  Art. 
The  Bilingual  students  are  assigm 
to  regular  homerooms  and  share 
in  all  activities. 


title  1 


FACILITIES 


The  school  has  one  teacher 
and  an  aide  to  instruct  students 
in  each  of  the  following: 
English,  reading,  English-as-a- 
Second  Language,  and  Spanish 
reading.   There  is  also  an  aide 
who  works  in  the  Kindergarten 
class  in  the  Early  Childhood 
Development  Program. 

Other  636 

chapter  636  monies  provide 
for  a  reading  specialist  to 
work  with  children  who  are 
having  difficulties  in  learning 
to  read  in  Spanish  and  with 
English  speaking  children  who 
are  learning  Spanish  as  a  second 
language.   A  part  time  library- 
aide  is  also  provided  for 
Hernandez  by  a  Chapter  636  dis- 
trict-wide grant. 

health 

The  nurse  is  at  the  Her- 
nandez two  days  a  week;  the 
other  three  days  she  is  on  call 
at  nearby  buildings.   There  is 
a  small  health  space  in  the 
building . 

Teacher  Comments 

"At  the  primary  level, 
I  teach  Spanish-as-a-Second 
Language  three  times  a  week. 
I  would  say  that  the  majority 
of  the  children  are  exposed 
to  the  language,  but  only 
a  minority  speak  the  language 
during  the  remainder  of  the 
day .  " 

"My  students  work  hard. 
I  push  them,  but  they  re- 
spond.  It's  a  good  feeling 
at  the  end  of  the  day,  when 
you  think  they've  learned 
something  new." 


The  facility  includes  one 
large  multipurpose  room,  which  is 
a  large  centrally  located 
space  that 'is  divided  by  black- 
boards.  It  is  used  daily  to  serve 
the  following  four  (4)  separate 
educational  functions:  (1)  Eng- 
lish-as-a-Second  Language,  (2) 
Spanish  reading,  (3)  resource 
room,  and  (4)  library.   This 
space  also  serves  as  an  audi- 
torium for  special  programs.   The 
Racial  Ethnic  Parent  Council  has 
requested  that  the  School  De- 
partment provide  permanent  folding 
partitions  to  divide  these  sec- 
tions more  effectively.   They 
are  awaiting  some  action  on 
this  matter.   There  is  also  a 
playground  area  that  contains 
a  variety  of  equipment. 

The  building  has  been  used 
as  a  school  for  seven  years  and 
is  in  good  condition. 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

The  Racial  Ethnic  Council 
has  been  involved  in  the  cul- 
tural pairing  program.   The 
Hernandez  School  encourages 
parents  to  work  in  the  school 
as  volunteers  and  to  help  in 
program  planning. 

Parent  Comments 

"There's  a  warm  feeling 
in  this  building.   The  kids 
mix  together  real  good.   I 
wish  all  the  schools  were  like 
this." 

"My  son  is  happy  here  - 
he  loves  the  Hernandez.   He 
was  unhappy  in  his  last  school." 

"I  don't  think  there  is 
enough  emphasis  on  individualized 
work  for  the  students.   I  wish 
there  was  more  parent-group 
involvement  in  planning  the 
educational  program.   But  the 
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Hernandez  is  not  the  only 
school  with  these  problems, 
think  they  are  problems  of 
schools  in  general." 


"When  I 
I  was  impres 
gration  of  s 
liked  the  fa 
responded  to 
individuals . 
has  been  goi 
I ' ve  been  de 
work  she's  b 


visited  the  school, 
sed  with  the  inte- 
ubject  matter.  I 
ct  that  the  teachers 

the  students  as 
Since  my  daughter 
ng  to  the  school , 
lighted  with  the 
een  bringing  home." 


"The  staff  has  a  way  of 
making  the  kids  behave.   They 
go  to  the  fullest  and  deal 
individually  with  the  students. 
They  rarely  have  problems, 
because  the  kids  are  comfort- 
able here." 

Editorial  Comments 

The  population  of  the 
Hernandez  School  -  students, 
teachers,  parents,  aides,  and 
principal  -  work  well  together. 
There  is  an  easy  and  frequent 
exchange  of  information  con- 
cerning daily  events  and  long 
term  projects.   The  dedicated 
attitude  of  the  staff  as  well 
as  the  low  pupil/staff  ratio 
clearly  shows  in  the  amount 
of  individual  attention  that 
the  student  receives.   Stu- 
dents seem  to  be  working 
constructively . 

The  Hernandez  is 
efficient,  well  run, 
orderly,  and  busy.   The  staff 
was  concerned  that  there  was 
no  sequentially  developed 
bilingual  curriculum  and 
created  their  own.   They  have 
also  coordinated  the  cur- 
riculum in  other  subject 
areas  and  developed  their 
own  pupil  progress  forms. 

The  staff  and  parents  have 
secured  many  extra  services  for 
the  students  by  writing  numerous 


grant  proposals.   Every  available 
space  in  this  small  building 
is  being  utilized  to  provide 
for  all  the  activities  happening 
at  the  Hernandez  School.   Because 
of  space  limitations,  the  parti- 
tions requested  by  the  Racial 
Ethnic  Parent  Council  for  the 
multipurpose  room,  would  be  a 
welcome  and  useful  addition  to 
the  building. 

This  school  is  an  exciting 
option  for  Hispanic  children 
in  Boston.   English  speaking 
parents  who  are  looking  for  a 
unique  bilingual,  multicultural 
experience  for  their  children 
should  call  and  visit  the 
Hernandez.   Available  for 
presentation  is  a  12  minute 
film  produced  in  1977  entitled 
"Two  Way  Education:  The 
Hernandez  Experience."   This 
film  can  be  used  by  the  com- 
munity by  calling  the  school 
and  requesting  it. 
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Jackson-Mann  School 
40  Arlington  Street 
Allston,  Massachusetts 


02134 


Jackson  Unit: 
Grades:  K  through  5 
Telephone:   787-5310 
Principal:   Ralph  E.  Mann 

Total  Enrollment:  587 

White:   239   Black:  225  Other:  123 

Average  Class  Size:   24 

Mann  Unit: 

Grades:   Pre  School  -  high  school 

Telephone:   787-5313 

Acting  Principal:  Patrice  DiNatale 

Total  Enrollment:   138 

White:   52   Black:  45   Other:   41 

Average  Class  Size:   6  to  8 


Principal  Comments 


"Our  school  is  very  special  in  many  ways.   Perhaps  the  most 
outstanding  feature  is  the  housing  of  the  only  large  hearing- 
impaired  student  hody  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  within  a 
Public  School  for  regular  education  children.   This  school  provides 
for  the  unique  integration  of  hearing-impaired  with  normally 
hearing  students  which  brings  mutual  benefits  to  both  groups." 


Educational  Program 


The  Jackson  Unit  is  the  regular  elementary  component,  and 
the  Mann  Unit  provides  hearing-impaired  children  and  youth  with 
specialized  curriculum  and  support  services.   The  primary  and 
elementary  units  at  the  Jackson-Mann  School  reflect  an  open  space 
concept.   Children  are  grouped  according  to  ability.   The  hearing- 
impaired  children  are  mainstreamed  wherever  and  whenever  possible. 

THE  JACKSON  UNIT: 

Team  Teaching  in  each  grade  allows  students  to  be  grouped 
according  to  levels.   Students  in  grades  1  through  5  are  clustered 
within  grade  areas  and  then  grouped  by  levels  in  reading  and  math. 
The  curriculum  emphasis  is  on  reading,  language,  and  communication. 
A  "Reading  Skill  of  the  Month"  program  promotes  the  acquisition 
of  individual  reading  skills.   Special  equipment  such  as  Systems  80 
and  controlled  Readers  are  used  at  all  levels.   An  extensive  school 
library  and  reading  enrichment  program  is  available  to  all  students 
In  addition  to  the  regular  elementary  school  program, 
specialists  in  art,  home  economics,  physical  education,  and  music 
work  regularly  with  each  student. 
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The  kindergarten  program 
is  designed  to  address  the 
needs  of  the  significant 
Chinese  and  Vietnamese 
population  found  in  the  school. 
There  is  a  Kindergarten  Laboratory 
for  students  who  have  not  had 
a  kindergarten  experience  or 
who  need  supplementary  services 
in  grade  1 . 

MANN  UNIT: 

The  curriculum  for  the 
hearing-impaired  student  in 
the  Mann  Unit  is  comparable 
to  the  academic  curriculum  of 
the  regular  elementary  school 
supported  by  specialized 
equipment  and  specifically 
designed  programs  for  the  deaf 
(Daniel  Ling  Speech  Program 
and  Rhode  Island  Language 
Curriculum) .   Total  Communi- 
cations, a  method  in  which  a 
teacher  simultaneously 
speaks  and  employs  sign 
language  is  used.   Interpreters 
are  provided  for  deaf 
children  who  are  being 
mainstreamed  into  hearing 
classes  if  needed.   Hearing 
impaired  children  receive 
specialized  language  and  speech 
instruction  by  certified 
teachers  of  the  deaf.   An 
Infant  Stimulation  Project 
employs  specialists  to  work 
with  parents  who  have  hearing 
impaired  infants.   It  is  felt 
that  early  detection, 
counseling,  and  treatment  will 
give  the  deaf  baby  a  much 
needed  "headstart."   The  Mann 
Unit  employs  a  full  time  social 
worker,  audiologist  and 
phychologist ,  as  well  as  a 
full  time  special  needs 
counselor.   There  is  also  a 
speech  laboratory. 


The  High  School  Program 
of  the  Mann  Unit  is  designed 
for  multi-handicapped/deaf 
students  and  is  advised  by  the 
Jackson-Mann  Industrial 
Advisory  Commission  which 
consists  of  representatives 
from  15  different  businesses 
and  industries  in  the  Greater 
Boston  area.   This  commission 
meets  monthly.   It  supports 
the  work/study  component  of 
the  high  school  program.   The 
staff  consists  of  teachers  of 
the  deaf  and  vocational 
education  instructors  who  work 
closely  with  parents  and  the 
business  community. 


Magnet  Theme 


The  magnet  theme  of  the 
Jackson  Mann  School  is  main- 
streaming.   The  school  was 
designed  with  the  intent  of 
giving  hearing-impaired 
children  an  opportunity  to  have 
social  and  educational  experiences 
with  their  hearing  peers. 

Every  effort  is  made  to 
educate  students  with  special 
needs  in  a  mainstreamed  setting. 
Teachers  of  the  deaf  are   paired 
with  Jackson  Unit  teachers  so 
that  students  in  grades  one 
through  four  are  educated  in  the 
regular  classrooms  for  non- 
academic  as  well  as  selected 
academic  subjects.   Team  teaching 
and  reverse  integration, 
(Jackson-Mann  students  take  some 
subjects  with  the  teachers  and 
students  in  the  Mann  Unit) ,  are 
used  in  some  situations.   There 
have  been  in-service  training 
courses  for  the  Jackson  Unit 
Staff  on  total  communications  and 
on  the  mainstreaming  of  hearing- 
impaired  student  into  the  regular 
classroom. 
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special  needs-  766 


Regular  education 
students  are  taught  sign 
language  so  that  they  may  be 
able  to  cominunicate  with  their 
deaf  classmates.   A  special 
media  project  provides 
"captioned  films"  for 
mainstreamed  classes,  and 
there  is  a  photography  course 
for  selected  students. 

Full  academic  and  social 
growth  for  both  the  hearing- 
impaired  child  and  the  hearing 
child  are  the  goal  of  each 
unit. 

Pairings 
university 

The  Boston  University 
pairing  provides  for  a  project 
in  Oral  Communication  Skills, 
a  program  in  motor  development, 
and  an  environmental  study  week 
for  the  fifth  grades  at 
Agassiz  Village  in  Maine. 

The  Mann  Unit  pairing 
project  supports  expert 
consultants  in  Speech, 
Language  Development  and 
Sign  Language.   It  provides 
materials  and  supervised 
graduate  students  in  deaf 
education  to  supplement  the 
Speech  Project. 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
bilingual 

There  are  two  Vietnamese 
classrooms.   These  students 
are  provided  a  full  academic 
curriculum  with  enriched 
reading  classes.   The 
Vietnamese  language  and 
culture  is  infused  into 
the  curriculum. 


Jackson  Unit:   There  are 
three  (3)  resource  room 
teachers  who  provide  the 
fifty-three  (53)  core  evaluated, 
special  needs  students  of  the 
Jackson  Unit  with  the  services 
called  for  in  their  educational 
plan. 

The  school  contains  the 
following  substantially 
separate  classes:   two  (2) 
learning  disabled  classes  and 
one  (1)  physically  handicapped 
class.   The  students  in  these 
classes  are  mainstreamed  whenever 
possible. 

Mann  Unit:   Approximately 
one-hundred  and  forty  (140) 
hearing-impaired  students, 
ranging  from  3  to  21  years  of 
age,  receive  special  services 
from  the  Mann  Unit.   Specialized 
services  include  an  evaluation 
unit,  audiological  services,  an 
infant  stimulation  project,  a 
pre-school  program  and  small 
instruction  classes  for 
elementary  age  children.   There 
is  also  a  career  oriented  work- 
study  course  for  older  multi- 
handicapped/deaf  students . 
Approximately  2  5%  of  the 
elementary  age  students  spend 
some  part  of  the  school  day  with 
the  Jackson  Unit  classes,  the 
remainder  with  their  specialized 
teachers. 

title  1 

There  are  two  (2)  Title  I 

Reading  teachers.   There  is  also 

an  Early  Childhood  Project 

(Mann  Unit)  in  which  fifteen  (15) 

hearing  kindergarten  children 

are  mainstream.ed  with  fifteen 

(15)  pre-school  and  kindergarten 

hearing-impaired  students  on  an 

extended  day  basis.   The  Jackson 

Unit  kindergarten  students  are 

invited  to  participate  in  this 

project  based  on  area  of 
residence . 
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remedial  services 


There  is  one  remedial 
reading  teacher. 

Other  636 

There  is  a  mini-grant  to 
make  sign  language  accessible 
to  all  teachers,  students,  and 
parents  who  are  interested. 

Educational  Development 
Center  Project:   This  project 
pairs  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 
with  one  mainstreamed  third 
grade  class.   It  includes  both 
classroom  instruction  and 
museum  visits.   Parents  are 
involved  in  the  final  phase 
of  the  project. 

iiealth 

There  is  a  nurse  at  the 
Jackson-Mann  5  days  a  week.   An 
otologist  provides  consultant 
services  when  there  is  a  need. 
The  MANN  Unit  nurse  operates 
the  citywide  hearing  clinic. 

Teacher  Comments 

"The  theme  of  mainstreaming 
has  made  regular  children  aware 
of  the  problems  of  the  deaf 
and  realize  deaf  people 
communicate . " 

"I've  been  working  to  get 
class  size  down  here.   Over- 
crowding causes  problems  - 
mainstreaming  is  much  harder 
to  do  effectively  and  discipline 
is  harder  to  maintain." 

"I  think  the 
Jackson  administration  is  too 
far  removed  from  the  (problems 
of  the!  classroom. 


"A  lot  of  children  here 
have  trouble  handling  open- 
space  education.   Before 
parents  select  the  Jackson- 
Mann  for  thier  children,  they 
should  consider  that  our 
emphasis  is  mainstreaming  and 
open-space  education." 

FACILITIES 

The  facility  houses  the 
following:   a  library,  gymnasium, 
cafeteria,  home  economics  room, 
art  room,  music  room,  theatre, 
and  media  center. 

The  building  was  completed 
in  1975  and  is  in  good  condition. 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 


Under  the  n 
two  principals; 
separate  Racial 
Council's,  -  one 
Unit  <and  one  for 
The  two  councils 
cooperatively  to 
size  in  the  Jack 
facilitate  mains 


ew  structure  of 
there  are  two 
Ethnic  Parent 
for  the  Jackson 
the  Mann  Unit, 
have  worked 
reduce  class 
son  Unit  to 
treaming. 


The  Boston  University  Pairing 
Project  holds  parent  group 
meetings  to  help  parents  improve 
their  child's  speech  at  home. 

Parents  volunteer  to  assist 
in  the  school  library;  and  there 
is  a  Home  and  School  Association 
at  the  Jackson-Mann  School . 

Parent  Comments 

"I  feel  the  teachers  are 
dedicated  and  inspired." 

"I  think  the  school  has  been 
responsive  to  the  organized 
efforts  by  the  parents  to  make 
their  concerns  and  needs  known." 
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"The  Jackson 
administration  is  not  always 
able  or  willing  to  act 
promptly  on  suggestions  of  the 
REPC." 

"I  think  the  building  is 
just  too  big  for  an  elementary 
school  -  it  overwhelms  the 
kids . " 

"This  is  a  unique  school. 
But  we  must  cut  down  class 
size  to  fulfill  the  magnet 
theme  of  mains treaming. " 

"We  have  had  a  great  deal 
of  support  and  cooperation  from 
the  teachers  in  our  effort  to 
try  to  lower  class  size," 

Editorial  Comments 

The  Mann  Unit  appears  to 
be  exceptionally  well  run. 
The  efforts  and  planning  by 
the  Mann  faculty  and 
administration,  have  facilitated 
the  mains treeiming  program. 

This  year  the  average  class 
size  in  the  Jackson  Unit  is 
smaller  than  last  year.   But 
there  appears  to  be  a  general 
consensus  of  the  parents, 
faculty  and  administration 
that  the  pupil/teacher  ratio 
must  be  lowered  to  2  0/1  at  the 
Jackson  Mann  if  the  magnet 
theme  of  mainstreaming  is  to 
be  effectively  implemented. 

It  is  worth  noting  that 
this  school  houses  an 
extremely  diverse,  multi- 
ethnic population  consisting 
of  Blacks,  Spanish,  American 
Indian,  Chinese,  Vietnamese, 
and  many  other  national 
groups . 
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Donald  McKay 
Elementary  School 
122  Cottage  Street 
East  Boston,  MA  02128 
Telephone:  567-3967 

Grades :  K  through  6 
Principal:  Gerald  McGrath 
Total  Enrollment:  523 
Black:  206   White:  273  Other; 

Average  Class  Size:  22 
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Principal  Comments 


"On  behalf  of  the  faculty  of  the  Donald  McKay,  I  cordially 
invite  any  parent  in  the  city  to  visit  our  fine  school.   In  my 
opinion,  we  are  able  to  provide  one  of  the  finest  educational 
programs  in  the  city.   Please  come  and  bring  your  children  so 
that  you  and  they  can  see  for  yourselves  what  we  offer.  '^\\e 
doors  of  the  McKay  are  always  open  to  any  child  and  parent." 


Educational  Program 


The  attractive  learning  environment  that  the  McKay  offers 
is  the  result  of  a  combination  of  a  strong  reading  and  math 
program,  a  wide  variety  of  other  courses,  a  positive  approach  to 
discipline,  and  a  successful  integration  of  the  magnet  theme. 

The  classroom  teacher  is  responsible  for  grouping  her  students 
and  making  recommendations  accordingly.   '^he  New  Century  Mathe- 
matics and  Reading  Laboratories,  equipped  with  earphones  and  tapes, 
are  available  for  enrichment  or  remediation.   The  contents  of  the 
materials  that  are  used  in  the  laboratories  range  from  reading 
readiness  to  basic  College  English  depending  on  the  individual 
need  of  the  child. 


The  school  also  has  full-time  teachers  in  the  areas  of 
Art,  Music,  Woodworking  and  Home  Economics.   A  physical  educa- 
tion teacher  added  this  year  is  teaching  new  skills  and  games 
to  the  children  and  already  has  plans  for  a  softball  league  in 
the  spring. 

The  Glasser  approach  to  discipline  is  used  throughout  the 
school.   This  program  involves  weekly  workshops  which  are  given 
to  teachers  and  interested  parents.   Through  a  personal  sense 
of  caring,  the  teacher  instills  a  responsibility  in  each 
student  for  his  own  actions.   If  a  problem  develops,  the 
teacher  and  student  work  out  a  plan  for  resolving  the  problem. 
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Magnet  Theme 


The  Magnet  Theme  of  the  McKay 
is  science.   A  wide  range  of 
science-oriented  experiences  are 
available  to  the  students  both  in 
the  school  and  in  the  community. 
The  McKay  boasts  of  a  tremendous 
science  laboratory  -  a  com- 
bination classroom/preparation 
room  filled  with  the  latest  in 
science  kits  and  materials.   The 
addition  of  a  second  science 
teacher  this  year  has  allowed 
further  expansion  of  the  pro- 
gram.  Children  are  given  two 
periods  of  science  per  week. 
The  magnet  theme  is  well  inte- 
grated into  such  subjects  as 
art,  mathematics  and  even  in 
social  studies  (a  recent 
trip  to  the  Irish  Exhibit  at 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  provided 
a  valuable  lesson  in  archeology) . 
In  the  past,  the  McKay  has 
participated  in  programs  with 
the  Boston  Zoological  Society, 
the  Children's  Museum  and  the 
Museum  of  Science.   The  school 
is  currently  involved  with 
programs  offered  by  the 
Thompson's  Island  staff  and 
the  Aquarium.   Advanced 
science  classes  are  available 
for  those  students  who 
express  an  unusual  interest 
in  science.   They  enjoy  one 
extra  science  period  per  week 
and  many  field  trips.   The 
Science  Department  has  con- 
tinually provided  materials 
and  supplies.   The  magnet 
theme  of  science  has  made 
considerable  contributions 
to  the  entire  educational 
program. 


Pairings 

university 


Although  there  is  no 
formal  university  pairing,  the 
principal  and  staff  have  a 
flexible  relationship  with  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology 
and  Wentworth  through  their 
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contact  with  the  Umana  Magnet 
High  School. 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 

A  (Core)  Evaluation  Team 
Leader  is  present  at  the  McKay 
four  days  a  week.   The  resource 
rooms  are  staffed  by  four  full- 
time  teachers.   Approximately 
eighty  (80)  children,  with  a 
variety  of  vision,  hearing  and 
other  problems  are  currently 
being  helped. 

bilingual 

The  McKay  has  four  regular 
bilingual  Italian  classrooms. 
Four  teachers  and  three  aides 
serve  students  from  grades  one 
through  six.   Students  parti- 
cipating in  this  program  are 
included  in  every  aspect  of  the 
educational  program  including  the 
Mathematics  and  Reading  Labora- 
tories. 

In  addition,  one  bilingual 
Italian  teacher  serves  the  two 
Kindergarten  I  extended  day 
classes,  and  there  is  a  part- 
time  Italian  resource  teacher, 
with  her  aide,  five  half-days 
per  week. 

title  1 

A  Title  I  reading  program 
is  available  to  eligible  students, 
There  are  two  full-time  reading 
teachers  with  aides.   Also  there 
is  a  Title  I  Italian  Bilingual 
Reading  program  in  operation. 
This  program  has  one  teacher  and 
one  aide.   A  reading  program  for 
those  students  who  have  become 
ineligible  for  the  Title  I 
reading  program  is  available  with 
one  teacher  and  an  aide. 

Other  636 

Tides  Program;  This  program 
is  operated  by  the  Thompson 
Island  Education  Center.   Marine 
Biology  and  seashore  life  are 
studied  through  classroom  work 


and  several  field  trips  out  to 
the  island. 

Boston  Zoological  Society: 
Children  in  grades  4  and  5  are 
taking  part  in  a  program  which 
includes  studies  of  animal 
habitat  and  related  animal 
behavior.   This  program  is _ 
conducted  in  conjunction  with 
the  Boston  Zoological  Society. 

Library:  There  has  been  a 
full-time  librarian  in  the 
library  since  its  inception. 
The  library  is  well  stocked  with 
many  new  books.   Each  student 
has  one  library  period  per 
week  with  extra  time  allowed 
for  special  projects. 

Extended  Day  Kindergarten: 
program  is  also  offered  at  the 
McKay. 

health 

The  school  nurse  spends 
part  of  each  school  day  in  the 
building.   There  is  an  adequate 
health  room. 

Teacher  Comments 

"I  am  very  satisfied  with 
the  program  here.   Things  are 
going  along  very  smoothly.   I 
anticipate  continued  progress 
in  fulfilling  our  goals  of 
establishing  the  best  possible 
science  program  in  any 
magnet  school." 

FACILITIES 

This  facility  houses  the _ 
following:  cafeteria,  auditorium, 
science  rooms,  woodworking  shop, 
reading  laboratory,  math  labora- 
tory, art  room,  music  room. 
Title  I  rooms,  and  a  home 
economics  room. 

The  McKay  School  is  fifty- 
one  years  old  and  is  in  excellent 
condition.   It  has  recently  been 
painted  throughout ,' and  several 
rooms  have  been  partitioned 


to  provide  privacy  for  teachers 
and  students.   The  lighting 
throughout  the  building  is 
currently  being  improved.   A 
public  address  system  should  be 
installed  by  the  spring  of  1979. 

A  full  hot  lunch  program 
is  available  for  all  students. 
This  meal  is  prepared  at  the 
school  and  is  served  on  a  daily 
basis  to  students  in  the  school's 
cafeteria . 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

The  Racial  Ethnic  Parent 
Council  and  the  Home  and  School 
Association  work  closely  with  the 
school.   Parents  are  encouraged 
to  visit  the  school  at  any  time, 
and  the  principal  and  teachers 
are  always  accessible. 

Parent  Comments 

"The  Donald  McKay  takes  a 
totally  positive  approach  to 
education.   My.  son  comes  home 
every  day  with  new  skills  he 
wants  to  follow  up  on.   All  the 
children  on  my  son's  bus  come  home 
friendly,  cooperative  and  con- 
structive.  In  this  healthy  school 
atmosphere,  the  teachers  seem  to 
enjoy  giving  their  best  efforts; 
discipline  problems  and  racial 
tensions  are  non-existent." 

"This  is  my  child's  first 
year  at  the  McKay.   The  cur- 
riculum looks  great  in  the  Magnet 
Book.   I  hope  they  can  follow 
through  and  achieve  that." 

Editorial  Comments 

The  wide  variety  of  science 
and  enrichment  programs  together 
with  the  emphasis  on  "the  R's" 
makes  the  McKay  a  very  attractive 
magnet  elementary  school. 

It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  McKay  goes  through  the 
sixth  grade. 
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William  H.  Ohrenberger 
Elementary  School 
17  5  West  Boundary  Road 
West  Roxbury,  MA  0213  2 
Telephone:  323-7456 

Grades :  K  through  5 
Principal:  Dr.  Mary  Connolly 


Total  Enrollment:  517 
White:  230   Black:  246 

Average  Class  Size:  25 


Other:  41 


Principal  Comments 


The  greatest  asset  of  the  Ohrenberger  School  is  our  under- 
standing staff.   The  success  of  our  educational  program  is  due  to 
the  ability  of  our  teachers  to  release  and  develop  each  and  every 
facet  of  a  child's  mental  growth. 

The  strong  commitm.ent  of  each  teacher  to  fully  develop  the 
intellectual,  physical,  emotional  and  moral  potential  of  each 
child  is  the  hallmark  of  our  school.   Our  excellent  physical  plant 
augments  these  efforts  by  providing  fully  equipped  spaces  for 
science,  art,  music,  physical  education  and  library  projects. 

Multi-cultural  themes  and  projects  pervade  our  curriculum  and 
are  instrumental  in  providing  the  Ohrenberger  School  with  a  happy, 
creative  milieu  where  parents,  teachers  and  pupils  work  together 
for  the  maximum  growth  of  each  individual. 


Educational  Program 


The  Ohrenberger  School  offers  its  student  body  a  well- 
rounded  elementary  program  with  an  emphasis  on  reading  and  math. 
Specialists  provide  programs  in  the  fields  of  science,  art,  music, 
and  physical  education.   Each  specialist  meets  with  each  class- 
room once  a  week.   The  older  students  (grades  4  and  5)  also  take 
home  economics  once  a  week. 

The  Ohrenberger  was  built  with  four  main  teaching  areas. 
Each  area,  called  a  "pod",  consists  of  an  open  center  space  with 
"rooms"  adjacent  to  it.   Because  of  the  shape  of  the  building  and 
use  of  folding  partitions,  each  classroom  has  a  distinct  identity. 
This  year,  three  pods  contain  combinations  of  two  consecutive 
grades.   That  is,  three  first  grades  and  one  second  grade  form 
one  pod.   The  fourth  pod  contains  the  four  substantially  separate 
766  classes. 
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This  year,  most  students 
have  reading  instruction  with 
their  home  room  teachers.   The 
teachers  use  a  variety  of  mate- 
rials and  methods  to  teach 
reading.   The  students  are 
grouped  on  the  basis  of  a  pre- 
test and  performance.   These 
groupings  are  flexible  and  may 
change  any  time  during  the  year. 
For  mathematics,  the  students  are 
grouped  within  the  pod  -  again, 
on  the  basis  of  testing  and  per- 
formance. 

The  team  of  teachers  in 
each  pod  decide  if  the  reading 
and  math  groups  will  be  home 
based  or  be  involved  in  movement 
among  different  classes  in  a  pod. 
Therefore,  the  amount  of  changing 
for  subjects  may  vary  from  pod  to 
pod  or  from  year  to  year.   These 
teams  also  meet  frequently  to 
deal  with  other  education 
related  issues. 

The  Ohrenberger  combines 
the  traditional  sense  of  order 
and  discipline  with  flexibility, 
and  a  feeling  of  open  space. 


Magnet  Theme 


The  multicultural  theme 
at  the  Ohrenberger  is  designed  to 
develop  an  understanding  of 
various  ethnic  backgrounds. 
Programs  are  constructed  to 
expose  the  child  to  the  customs 
and  behaviors  of  various 
cultures.   Ethnic  backgrounds 
are  explored  and  an  appreciation 
for  the  differences  and  simi- 
larities in  ethnic  backgrounds 
is  encouraged. 

Over  the  last  year,  a  com- 
mittee of  three  parents,  three 
teachers,  a  parent  coordinator  and 
a  consultant  from  Emmanuel 
College  have  worked  together  to 
develop  an  outline  of  study  for 
the  students.   The  course  begins 
with  the  unit,   "All  About  Me", 
moves  on  to  human  rights ,  and 


then  focuses  on  specific  cultures 
and  histories. 

The  committee  has  produced 
packets  of  information  and 
materials  for  each  grade  level  on 
the  different  units.   They  have 
also  invited  a  number  of  enter- 
tainment groups  and  speakers  to 
complement  and  expand  on  the 
topics  studied. 

All  homeroom  teachers  teach 
units  on  multiculturism.   Much  of 
the  work  done  in  music  and  art 
(and  to  a  lesser  degree,  in 
science  and  physical  education) 
revolves  around  the  magnet  theme. 


Pairings 
university 


The  Ohrenberger  has  been 
paired  with  Emmanuel  College 
for  three  and  one-half  years. 
Emmanuel  supplies  the  Ohren- 
berger with  a  consultant  for 
the  multicultural  theme,  and 
Emmanuel  students  who  tutor  at 
the  school . 

The  Ohrenberger-Emmanuel 
grant  also  provides  the  funds 
to  pay  for  the  curriculum  team 
of  parents  and  teachers  on 
multiculturism,  the  science 
teacher,  the  physical  education 
teacher,  a  library  aide,  and 
the  parent-helper  program. 

cultural 

The  Harvard  Museum  of 
Comparative  Zoology  has  worked 
with  the  Ohrenberger  for  three 
years.   For  the  last  two  years, 
the  program  has  focused  on 
environmental  studies.   The 
program  involved  both  museum 
trips  and  work  at  the  school. 
With  help  from  the  museiam  staff 
and  their  teachers,  the  fifth 
graders  -  the  primary  bene- 
ficiaries of  this  pairing  -  have 
built  a  mini-museum.   This  dis- 
play, located  in  a  section  of  the 
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ischool  library,  contains  many 
projects  on  and  about  the  en- 
vironment, as  well  as  an  exhibit 
on  dinosaurs  (the  course  of  stiidy 
three  years  ago) . 

Other  Programs  <&  Services 
special  needs-  766 

The  Ohrenberger  offers  a  full 
range  of  programs  and  services 
for  children  with  special  needs. 
One  and  a  half  Evaluation  Team 
Leaders  coordinate  the  special 
services  required  to  fulfill  the 
educational  plan  of  students. 
There  are  five  resource  teachers 
Cone  for  each  grade  level)  who 
service  the  children  mainstreamed 
into  the  regular  educational 
program.   The  time  spent  with 
the  resource  room  teacher  depends 
upon  the  amount  of  remediation 
needed . 

There  is  also  a  substan- 
tially separate  program  which  is 
comprised  of  four  classes  of  low 
functioning  multi-handicapped 
children.   These  pupils  spend 
their  day  in  a  highly  structured 
and  specialized  program.   Those 
who  are  able,  join  their  peers 
for  some  activities. 

title  1 

There  are  currently  4  2 
students  being  served  by  the 
Title  I  reading  program  with  a 
teacher  and  an  aide. 

esaa 

ESAA  funds  pay  for  a 
part  time  ESAA  teacher  to  work 
on  reading  and  math  skills  with 
students  who  have  lost  Title  I 
service  due  to  a  change  of 
address  or  school. 

remedial  services 

A  reading  coordinator  offers 
remedial  and  enrichment  services 
to  students  who  do  not  receive 
Title  I  or  Chapter  636  assistance. 


Other  636 

The  Ohrenberger  has  four 
operating  mini-grants.   One  grant 
pays  for  extra  field  trips  for 
the  substantially  separate 
classes.   The  other  three  grants 
provide  funds  to  pay  for  supple- 
mentary science  activities  and 
materials  for  the  science  club 
and  special  units  on  animals  and 
plants. 

health 

The  school  nurse  is  at  the 
Ohrenberger  three  days  a  week, 
and  is  on  call  at  a  nearby  school 
the  other  two  days.   There  is  a 
large  health  room  in  the  building. 

Teacher  Comments 

"The  staff  forms  a  cohesive 
unit.   We  exchange  a  lot  of 
materials  and  ideas." 

"I  think  the  primary  grades 
spend  a  lot  of  time  coordinating 
the  theme  of  multiculturism  with 
general  coursework.   I  know  I 
try  to  work  it  in  all  the  time." 

"At  the  fifth  grade  level, _ 
we  do  formal  work  with  the  multi- 
cultural theme  cnce  a  week,  making 
informal  connections  whenever 
they  seem  appropriate." 

"One  of  the  major  strengths 
in  our  educational  program  is 
flexibility  of  grouping  -  a 
student  can  be  successful  on 
whatever  level  he  is  functioning. 

FACILITIES 

The  facility  contains  the 
following:  library,  gymnasium, 
cafeteria/auditorium,  art  room, 
science  room,  home  economics  room, 
music  room,  reading  center,  five 
(5)  resource  rooms,  and  two  (2) 
Title  I  rooms.   The  building  is 
seven  (7)  years  old  and  in  "good 
to  excellent"  condition. 
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PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 
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The  Home  aiid  School,,  con- 
centrates on  organizing  social 
functions  for  both  parents  and 
students.   They  help  raise  money 
and  organize  the  field  day,  an 
all-day  event  held  in  the  spring 
for  the  student  body. 

Parent  Comments 

"I  have  found  the  teachers 
very  cooperative  whenever  I  wanted 
to  discuss  my  child's  progress. 
They  really  seem  tuned  in  to  the 
needs  and  abilities  of  the 
students.   And  they  take  time  to 
talk  with  the  kids." 

"One  year  my  child  had  a 
problem  with  her  teacher  and  it 
showed  in  her  work.   But,  overall, 
I'm  very  pleased  with  the  educa- 
tion she's  getting  at  the  Ohren- 
berger . " 

"Discipline  in  this 
school  is  very  good.   It's 
fantastic. " 

"The  library  is  truly  im- 
pressive.  I've  never  seen  any- 
thing like  it  in  another  Boston 
Public  School  -  but  what  I  like 
best  is  that  the  children  are 
really  learning  how  to  use  the 
library. " 

"The  multicultural  theme 
is  off  the  ground  now;  and  I 
think  the  REPC  was  instrumental 
behind  that.   It  still  needs  to 
be  further  integrated  into  the 
curriculum.   It's  a  subtle  theme, 
so  we  won't  see  all  the  results 
for  years.   But  I've  already  seen 


some  concrete  examples  of  change 
in  my  child. " 

Editorial  Comments 

The  people  in  this  building  - 
students,  teachers,  and  the  princi- 
pal, seem  happy,  confident, 
relaxed  and  productive.   It  is 
obvious  that  there  is  a  good 
working  relationship  among  the 
teachers,  administration,  and 
parents  built  on  concern,  hard 
work,  and  success. 

The  great  appeal  of  the 
Ohrenberger  lies  in  the  fact  that 
it  is  a  well-run  elementary 
school  with  a  heavy  emphasis  on 
basic  skills  as  well  as  a  great 
variety  of  enrichment  programs. 
The  newly  organized  multicultural 
theme  adds  another  dimension  to 
an  already  rich  environment. 
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William  Monroe  Trotter 
Slementary  School 

13  5  Humboldt  Avenue 

Roxbury,  MA  02121 

Telephone:  426-3180  -  427-3181 

Grades  K-5 

Principal:  Barbara  Jackson 

Total  Enrollment:  637 

Black:  313   White:  260   Other: 

Average  Class  Size:  26 


64 


Principal  Comments 


The  Trotter  School  is  receptive  to  trying  out  new  ideas,  new 
materials  and  promising  techniques.   The  staff  works  to  create 
an  environment  that  encourages  children  to  become  increasingly 
involved  in  their  own  learning.   The  Trotter  is  a  special  world 
for  children. 


Educational  Program 


The  school's  open  education  program  is  unique  in  that  it  em- 
ploys such  a  wide  variety  of  learning  and  teaching  styles.   Many 
classes  are  multi-grades.   That  is,  children  are  combined  from 
two  different  grade  levels.   Some  classes  are  self-contained  and 
one  teacher  provides  all  the  classroom  instructions.   In  others, 
two  teachers  work  together  as  a  team;  they  join  their  classes  by 
opening  the  moveable  walls  which  separate  the  rooms.   This 
arrangement  helps  the  children  to  work  at  their  own  levels  and 
facilitates  peer  teaching.   In  all  classrooms  the  work  is 
individualized  and  students  are  encouraged  to  work  independently, 

The  Trotter  emphasizes  basic  skills.   That  is,  reading, 
language  arts  (written  and  oral  communication) ,  and  math  are 
stressed.   Instruction  in  the  classroom  is  supplemented  in  the 
learning  centers  (shared  by  the  classrooms  in  each  pod)  which 
are  intended  to  stimulate  curiosity  and  self-motivation  through 
the  use  of  audio-visual  materials.   All  children  have  classes 
once  a  week  in  art,  music  and  physical  education.   There  is 
an  instrumental  program  open  to  children  in  grades  2-5  and  a 
chorus  of  up  to  80  children.   The  school  has  a  good  library 
which  the  children  are  encouraged  to  use  for  independent 
work.   Sewing  is  offered  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  graders. 

The  school  is  also  involved  in  a  pilot  guidance  program 
through  which  counseling  is  offered  to  each  child.   Teacher 
and  parent  conferences  are  also  an  important  aspect  of  this 
program. 
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Throughout  the  year,  the 
teachers  keep  a  student  profile 
on  each  child's  work  and  progress 
in  reading  and  math.   These  pro- 
files follow  the  student  from 
grade  to  grade,  beginning  in 
grade  1.   This  year  a  writing 
scope  and  sequence  profile  for 
each  grade  is  being  developed. 
During  the  year  the  teachers 
keep  in  touch  with  the  parents 
on  a  regular  basis  by  means  of 
report  cards,  scheduled  con- 
ferences, and/or  telephone  calls. 
A  special  Open  House  is  held  on 
a  Sunday  in  the  fall  of  each 
school  year  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  the  parents  to 
see  the  school. 


Magnet  Theme 


The  focus  of  the  theme 
is  open  innovative  education. 
The  Trotter  embraces  the  philo- 
sophy that  "open  education  is 
more  than  a  method  of  teaching." 

This  is  an  attitude  toward 
learning  and  the  learning 
processes  which  acknowledges 
that,  although  educational 
doals  may  be  the  same  for  all 
children,  each  child  must  be 
aided  and  supported  to  find  his 
own  way  in  attaining  these 
goals  by  individualized 
instruction. 

The  school  is  committed 
to  offering  a  variety  of 
teaching  styles  to  meet  the 
individual  needs  of  its 
students,  while  trying  to 
create  an  environment  in 
which  children  can  work  at  their 
own  pace . 

The  Trotter  is  part  of  the 
model  demonstration  sub-system 
which  also  includes  the  Wheatley 
Middle  School  and  Copley  Square 
High  School. 
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Pairings 
university 


U 


The  Trotter  is  paired  with 
Curry  College,  in  a  basic  skill 
proposal,  this  program  has  three 
components.   It  provides  for 
a  Math  Lab  serviced  by  a  Math 
Lab  Teacher/Coordinator,  for  a 
parent  coordinator,  and  the  part 
time  service  of  a  consultant  from 
Curry  College  to  assist  the  staff 
in  the  development  and  imple- 
mentation of  a  written  language 
program  for  grades  1-5.   This 
consultant  also  supervises  studeni 
teachers  from  Curry  College  in  an 
ongoing  program  with  under- 
graduate students  working  in  the 
Trotter  classroom. 

cultural 

The  pairing  with  the  Museum 
of  Comparative  Zoology  provides 
for  science  lessons  and  visi- 
tations to  the  Museum  of  Com- 
parative Zoology  for  upper  grade 
students  and  special  lessons  for 
lower  grade  classes.   A  science 
resource  room  at  the  Trotter  is 
also  being  developed  in  this 
proposal. 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 

Children  with  special  needs 
are  core  evaluated  and  referred 
to  services  commensurate  with 
their  needs.   Instruction  for 
children  with  special  needs  is 
provided  in  three  resource  rooms 
for  grades  1-5  and  one  Early 
Childhood  resource  room.   An 
Evaluation  Team  Leader  is  avail- 
able on  a  full  time  basis  to 
coordinate  the  program  activities. 

title  1 

The  Title  I  program  has  four 
reading  teachers,  one  math  teacher 
and  three  Title  I  Kindergarten 
aides. 


ill' 
li 
ke 
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esaa 

"Positive  Approach  to 
)iscipline  and  Schools  without 


This  program  involves  train- 
ing teachers  and  parents  to  con- 
iuct  seminars  for  other  teachers 
ind  parents,  and  provides  them 
7ith  techniques  for  dealing  with 
Dehavior  problems  in  non-puni- 
ive  ways . 

remedial  services 

There  is  a  full  time 
Remedial  Reading  teacher  who 
.gives  direct  services  to 
children  on  a  daily  basis. 
She  is  also  available  to 
teachers  and  parents  for 
reading  resource  materials 
and  information. 

Other  636 

Unified  Language  Arts 
Program  for  gifted  and  talented 


students . 

Chapter  63  6  funding  has 
also  been  obtained  to  encourage 
more  parent  involvement  in  the 
school.   This  funding  has  been 
used  to  hire  a  part  time  parent 
coordinator  who  serves  as  liaison 
between  parents  and  the  school 
and  organizes  parent  activities. 
It  has  also  paid  for  the 
publication  of  a  newsletter  to 
keep  parents  informed  about 
what  is  going  on  in  the  school. 

career 

The  Trotter  is  a  part 
of  a  pilot  career  awareness 
program  which  provides  new 
direction  and  long-range 
plans  for  a  general  program 
in  career  education.   Five 
portable  cabinets  containing 
various  career  materials  and 
audiovisual  machines  have  been 
purchased  for  the  building. 
Grades  K-5  are  serviced  by 
the  career  awareness  program. 


At  present,  the  Trotter  is 
the  only  elementary  public  school 
in  the  city  of  Boston  to  have 
full  time  services  of  a  Guidance 
Advisor.   The  basic  purpose  of 
this  progreim  is  to  assist  each 
child  in  realizing  his/her 
academic  and  social  potential. 
The  adviser  serves  as  a  resource 
for  children,  their  teachers, 
and  parents.   Counseling  is 
available  for  any  child  in  the 
school  who  wishes  it. 


The  agencies  that  work  along 
with  the  Guidance  Program  are 
Solomon  Carter  Fuller  Mental 
Health  Center,  University 
Hospital,  and  Children's  Hospital 
Medical  Center. 

health 

A  school  nurse  spends  3  days, 
full  time  at  the  school,  and 
the  remaining  two  days  on  a  part 
time  basis.   There  is  also  a 
dental  office  that  occasionally 
is  serviced  by  the  Roxbury 
Comprehensive  Medical  Center. 

Other 

The  Trotter  has  a  working 
relationship  with  Boston  School 
Volunteers,  Boston  Technical 
High  School's  Flexible  Campus 
program.  The  Urban  Teaching 
Laboratory,  and  The  Educational 
Development  Center. 

Teacher  Comments 

"The  Trotter  is  a  fine 
school." 

"I  strive  to  teach  them  to 
accept  one  another  as  equals, 
work  with  each  other  not  against, 
and  this  can  be  done  through  their 
classes  and  day  to  day  learning 
experiences . " 
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"I  want  to  help  my  students 
understand  the  differences  and 
similarities  of  people  through- 
out the  city." 

"I  am  concerned  with 
reaching  the  parent,  communica- 
tion seems  to  be  poor  because 
of  the  citywide  characteristics 
of  the  school  and  it  becomes 
more  difficult  to  reach  every- 
one." 

"The  school  is  a  fine 
school.   Would  like  to  see  more 
funds  available." 

FACILITIES 

The  Trotter  School  houses 
a  library,  four  learning  centers, 
auditorium,  gymnasium,  cafeteria, 
music  and  art  rooms,  reading 
center,  and  a  Math  Laboratory. 
The  building  is  ten  years  old. 
There  are  some  major  repairs 
needed,  but  the  faculty  and 
parents  are  addressing  these 
issues. 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

The  Racial  Ethnic  Parent 
Council  CREPC)  is  very  active 
and  supportive  of  the  programs 
in  the  school.   They  assist  in 
obtaining  the  necessary  repairs 
and  alterations  to  the  building. 
They  are  also  involved  in  the 
planning  and  implementation  of 
Chapter  636  proposal.   The 
Trotter  Parent  Association  is 
also  very  active  in  the  school 
program,  and  a  parent-teacher 
liaison  committee  meets 
periodically  to  address  school 
concerns.   Parents  are  invited 
to  attend  all  the  meetings  of 
the  school's  Educational  Plan 
Committee. 

Parents  have  been  actively 
involved  with  the  Home  Reading 
Program.   All  students,  who  are 
reading,  borrow  books  from  the 
school  to  read  at  home. 


The  reading  is  monitored  at  home 
by  the  parents  who  report  the 
number  of  pages  the  child  has 
read.   Children  receive  free 
books  of  their  own  choosing  after 
reading  a  specified  number  of 
books.   The  Home  and  School 
Association  through  its  fund- 
raising  efforts  has  been  instru- 
mental in  purchasing  the  books 
necessary  for  this  program. 

Parent  Comments 

"It's  a  wonderful  school. 
It  gives  parents  a  chance  to  be 
part  of  our  child's  develop- 
ment, " 

"Parents  are  encouraged 
to  visit  the  school.   They 
give  tours  and  explanations  of 
school  programs  to  anyone  who 
wishes  it.   It's  better  if  you 
schedule  it  by  calling  first." 

"The  kids  learn  their  ABC's, 
but  they  also  learn  music,  art, 
library,  and  so  many  other  things 
through  the  extra  programs.   It's 
a  shame  we  just  don't  have 
enough  funds  for  those  programs 
and  keep  them  going." 

Editorial  Comments 

I  have  found  the  Trotter 
School  to  be  a  beautiful  school. 
The  aides  are  very  helpful  and 
very  supportive  of  the  teacher, 
principal,  and  parents. 

The  gym  is  well  equipped 
and  the  cafeteria  is  very  clean 
and  well  taken  care  of.   The  main 
office  is  very  pleasant,  and  I 
was  well  received  during  my  visits 
there.   Parents  usually  convey 
their  attitudes  to  their  children, 
and  I  have  a  positive  attitude 
towards  a  school  with  such 
concern  for  visitors  and  parents. 
It  would  certainly  be  a  school 
I  would  be  proud  to  send  my 
children  to. 
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tertin  Luther   King 
Middle   School 
77   Lawrence  Avenue 
Dorchester,    MA    02121 
Telephone:    445-4120 

Grades:    6    through    8 

Principal:    Mrs.    Will    Ella   Brown 

Total   Enrollment:    752 

Black:    345   White:    301    Other:    106 
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Principal  Comments 


"Why  is  the  King  School  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  middle 
schools  in  Boston?   Because  we  have  been  free  of  racial  or  other 
trouble  since  the  beginning  of  court-ordered  desegregation.   Be- 
cause we  have  put  together  an  innovative  magnet  program  centering 
on  Language  Arts  which  has  attracted  students  of  every  racial 
and  ethnic  group  from  every  neighborhood  in  Boston.   Because 
we  run  a  school  that  is  under  control  but  not  grim  and  humorless. 
Because  we  are  open  to  students' and  parents' input .   Because  we 
have  benefited  from  a  large  Chapter  636  proposal  which  has 
brought  many  new  materials  and  ideas  into  the  school.   Above  all 
the  King  is  noted  for  its  warmth,  sincerity  and  genuine  concern 
for  each  child.   Finally  because  we  must,  as  a  m>agnet  school,  try 
harder  to  provide  the  best  possible  education  for  our  students." 


Educational  Program 


The  philosophy  at  the  King  School  is  to  prepare  the  students 
in  their  choice  of  an  Academic  Program, whether  it  be  College, 
Business,  General  or  Vocational,  recognizing  that   the  middle 
school  is  the  foundation  for  high  school . 

Reading  is  not  only  a  major  five  (5)  point  subject,  but  be- 
cause there  is  special  emphasis  on  its  importance,  more   than 
half  of  the  staff  is  involved  in  improving  the  reading  skills  of 
the  students.   In  addition  to  a  homeroom  reading  program  there 
are  five  C5)  Title  I  and  ESAA  teacher  aides.   A  multiplicity  of 
tools  are  used  including  audio  visual,  movies  and  slides,  and 
library.   Reading  is  a  major  part  of  the  educational  program  as 
it  is  integrated  with  the  core  subjects. 

The  6,  7  and  8th  grades  have  Mathematics,  English,  Social 
Studies,  and  Reading  as  five  (5)  point  subjects.   Art,  Music, 
Health,  French,  Spanish,  Shop  and  Home  Economics  are  taught  in 
short,  concentrated  courses.   All  6th  and  7th  graders  have  French 
or  Spanish;  8th  graders  may  opt  for  more  music  or  art  instead 
of  a  language.   All  grades  have  a  total  of  35  points.   27  points 
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are  needed  for  promotion  and  81 
points  are  needed  to  graduate. 
At  least  20  of  these  points,  over 
3  years,  must  be  in  English  and 
Math. 

Every  student  at  the  King 
has  a  minicourse  once  a  week 
with  a  total  of  five  (5) 
rainicourses  of  about  seven 
weeks  each  during  the  year.   The 
minicourses  are  in  addition  to 
the  regular  curriculum. 

The  King  School  has  a 
comprehensive  code  of  discipline, 
copies  of  which  are  distributed 
to  students  and  parents  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year. 

The  grading  system  is 
standard  (A,  B,  C,  D,  E) , 
reported  five  (5)  times  a 
school  year  with  warning 
notes  sent  home  prior  to 
issuance  of  report  cards. 

Magnet  Theme 

The  improvement  of 
writing  and  reading  skills 
of  all  students  is  the  pri- 
mary goal  of  the  magnet  theme 
of  language  arts .   Every 
student  has  reading  five 
periods  a  week  and  additional 
time  of  five  periods  is 
given  in  language  arts. 


Pairings 
university 


The  King  School  is 
paired  with  the  Antioch 
Graduate  Center  in  Cambridge. 
Accomplishments  from  the 
program  include  successful 
on-site  staff  development 
by  a  full  time  university 
coordinator  and  a  full  time 
educational  coordinator. 
The  teachers  have  been  re- 
sponsive, enthusiastic  and 
helpful. 
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business 

The  Honeywell  Computer 
Company  has  provided  a  course 
in  basic  programming  for  eighth 
graders  during  the  last  6 
years,  but  no  636  funds  are 
used  and  it  is  not  a  pairing 
as  such. 

cultural 

The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  was 
a  collaborative  program  which 
takes  students  to  the  Museum  and 
provides  followup  work  in  class- 
rooms back  at  the  school. 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 

One  hundred  and  three  (10  3) 
students  are  being  served.   All 
are  in  one  system  with  five  (5) 
mainstream  teachers  with  one 
Learning  Adaptive  Behavior 
Laboratory.   Most  of  the  students 
are  given  additional  instruction 
in  subjects  in  which  they  need 
the  most  help. 


bilingual 


The  King  School  has  a 
Spanish  bilingual  department 
with  four  (4)  teachers  and  two 

(2)  aides,  who  serve  fifty  one 

(51)    students. 

title  1 

This  program  is  designed 
for  students  who  need  additional 
help  with  Reading  and  are  eli- 
gible.  There  are  two  (2) 
teachers,  two  (2)  aides,  and 
eighty  (80)  students  in  this 
program. 

esaa 

This  program  provides  for 
individualized  teaching  for 
students  having  problems  in 
Mathematics  or  Reading. 

Other  636 

Career  Exploration  program 
provides  students  small-group 
instruction  and  discuss 


explorations  in  different 
possible  careers. 


Guidance  services  (2  coun- 
selors) cover  support,  enrich- 
ment, and  remedial,  with  a  focus 
on  career  guidance  for  eighth 
graders. 

health 

The  King  School  has  a 
three-times-a-week  in-school 
nurse  who  is  on  call  in  a 
nearby  school  the  other  two  days. 
The  nurse  has  her  own  office. 

Teacher  Comments 

"There  have  been  no  racial 
problems . " 

"The  major  strengths  of  the 
educational  program  have  re- 
sulted in  a  well-rounded  education 
that  qualifies  any  6th  grader  to 
advance  to  any  7th  grade  and  any 
7th  grader  to  advance  to  any 
8th  grade." 

"The  King  has  improved  but 
should  not  be  complacent." 

"In  a  few  years  this  is 
going  to  be  one  of  the  best 
middle  schools  as  it  is  moving 
in  the  direction  of  account- 
ability for  teachers  and 
students . " 

FACILITIES 

The  King  School  was  built 
in  1939  and  is  structurally 
sound.   It  has  a  gym,  library, 
cafeteria  and  an  auditorium. 

The  bathrooms  and  plumbing 
need  considerable  work,  there  is 
electrical  wiring  that  needs 
to  be  fixed;  the  school  needs 
painting,  lights,  some  new 
blackboards,  etc.   Maintenance 
of  building  is  poor.   Plans  for 
improvement  have  been  promised 
and  ignored. 


STUDENT  ACTIVITIES 

Basketball,  football,  soft- 
ball,  volleyball  are  provided 
before  and  after  school.   There 
are  two  literary  magazines  and 
a  student  newspaper.   The  student 
council  meets  once  every  3  weeks 
to  discuss  school  issues  such 
as  transportation,  choice  of 
menus,  and  other  school  related 
concerns . 

Student  Comments 

The  eight  (8)  students  who 
were  interviewed  were  satis- 
fied with  teaching  efforts,  but 
none  knew  what  the  magnet 
theme  was .   Recommendation  of 
friends  appears  to  be  the  main 
reason  for  choosing  King. 

None  recommended  any  major 
changes  and  of  those  changes 
suggested,  none  were  in  aca- 
demics . 

Although  6th,  7th,  and  8th 
graders  were  involved  in  the 
student  council;  many  students 
didn't  know  about  the  council. 
According  to  those  students, 
discipline  procedures  need 
improvement.   All  agreed  that 
teachers,  communications, 
learning  experience,  were  all 
good  resulting  in  interesting 
classes . 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

There  is  an  active  REPC. 
There  is  no  Home  and  School 
Association.   The  REPC  publishes 
a  newsletter  every  3  weeks. 
Further  communication  with 
parents  is  achieved  through 
phone  calls,  letters,  and 
visits  to  the  school. 

Parent  Comments 

The  King  was  chosen  because 
a  better  education  was  expected 
and  the  alternatives  of  the 
District  School  were  not  acceptable, 
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The  responses  as  to  original 
expectations  being  met  were 
mixed.   A  student  from  the  6th 
Advanced  class  was  bored  in  7th 
from  a  lack  of  stimulation 
(no  Advanced  class) .   Another 
student  in  7th  by  playing  the 
flute  (not  possible  in  Parochial 
School)  was  stimulated  to  an 
educational  advance. 


Special  Note:   The  in- 
terviews with  the  parents 
resulted  in  parents  comments, 
but  no  matter  how  critical  they 
were,  all  agreed  that  a  return 
to  the  school  would  be  yes. 

Editorial  Comments 

Good  homework  policy;  de- 
signed to  stimulate  initiative, 
responsibility  and  self-direction; 
provide  practice  and  applica- 
tion of  principles  discovered; 
enrich  school  experience  and 
develop  permanent  leisure 
interests  in  learning. 

In  the  last  three  years 
there  has  been  a  negligible 
turn-over  of  teachers  which 
adds  to  the  stability  of  the 
learning  experience  in  the 
school . 

It  has  a  full  time  Edu- 
cation Coordinator  focusing 
on  curriculum  development, 
building  of  minimum  standards, 
grade  to  grade  curriculum 
plan,  and  development  of  the 
school's  curriculum  sharing 
center. 

The  curriculum  sharing 
center  is  a  progressive 
learning  experience 
available  to  all  teachers 
and  the  use  of  audio  visual 
aides  in  depth  is  only 
part  of  the  methods  used. 

So  much  is  to  be  seen  at  the 
King.   So  many  fantastic  programs 

are  offered.   I  can 
only  invite  you  to  see  for  your- 
self, as  I  did. 
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harles  E.  Mackey 

liddle  School 

10  Warren  Avenue  (South  End) 

loston,  MA  02116 

:elephone:  266-1968 

;rades:    6,    7,    8 

>rincipal:    Dr.    Lloyd  A.    Leake 

^otal   Enrollment:    440 

Jlack:    40%      White:    40%   Other    20^ 

average   Class   Size:    30 


Principal  Comments 


The  Charles  E.  Mackey  School  can  best  be  described  as  a 
-omorehensive,  progressive  and  imaginative  inner-city  magnet 
;?SdIe  sShoo!:  ^hl  Mackey  can  also  be  described  ^%-  ^°-"°^^^"^^ 
school    students  are  expected  to  follow  the  code  of  discipline 
Sd°homework  is  mandator?.   That  _  is ,  homework  is  -^--\  -/ 
minimum  of  three  times  per  week  in  core  subjects  ^"^^wo  times 
per  week  in  non  hands-on  elective  subjects.   The  Mackey  has  a 
'en-??aiied  and  student-centered  faculty  and  f jff  and  the 
educational  program  is  designed  to  enhance  each  student  s 
individual  abilities. 


'■  'jfei 


Educational  Program 


The  educational  program  at  the  Mackey  School  is  designed  to 
provide  students  with'^a  learning  experience  that  will  prepare 
?hem  for  vocational  and  academic  work  at  ^he  high  schoo_  le.el 
as  well  as  instilling  in  them  the  social  skills  ^"^^f ^^^tudes 
necessary  to  live  in  harmony  with  themselves,  society  and  the 
environment  of  today's  world. 

The  Mackey  School  is  therefore  concerned  not  only  with 
what  the  s?Sdent  is,  but  also  with  what  he  is  allowed  to  become. 
?he  Mackef  SchSol  sUks  to  develop  in  the  student  a  sense  of 
self-reliance. 

The  Mackey  School  curriculum  is  divided  into  three  .najcr 
components,  including  1)  the  CORE,  which  includes  subjects 
in  Reading,  Mathematics,  Science,  Social  Studies,  English  appliec 
arts   Health  and  Physical  Education.  2)  The  ELECTIVES  which 
Inc'l^df  majSr'SoursL  which  meet  for  six  ^ours  per  week  and 
minor  courses  which  meet  two  hours  per  week.  /^^°^^^°^^f ^^ th 
include  experiences  in  Fine  Art  Apprentice  (j^udents  work  with 
professional  artist).  Athletics,  Band,  Careers,  Creative 
Writing,  French,  Journalism,  Pen  Pals  and  School  Service,  and 

3riN?lNSiFiED  Learning-basic  skills  instruction,  which  provides 
(students  with  completely  individualized  experiences  m  reading, 
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writing,  and  mathematics. 
Accelerated  study  is  also  pro- 
vided for  advanced  students . 


Magnet  Theme 


The  Magnet  Theme  of  the 
school  is  Arts  and  Humanities. 
This  is  the  branch  of  learning 
which  primarily  has  to  do 
with  the  cultural  character  of 
Mankind  and  includes  such 
things  as  creative  writing, 
poetry,  painting,  communication, 
and  music  as  well  as  inter- 
personal and  intercultural 
understanding . 

Pairings  -  university 

The  Mackey  School  has 
a  strong  pairing  with  the 
Massachusetts  College  of 
Pharmacy.   The  College  of 
Pharmacy  has  made  its  re- 
sources available  to  students, 
teachers  and  parents  and  has 
been  actively  involved  with 
the  school  in  developing  a 
Chapter  636  funded  program 
which  touches  all  areas  of 
the  school's  curriculum, 
including  the  expansion  of 
the  magnet  theme,  the 
creation  and  implementation 
of  the  Intensified  Learning- 
Basic  Skills  Center  and  an 
elective  program  of  study 
which  reflects  the  concerns 
of  the  Racial  Ethnic  Parent 
Council . 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
title  1    &    esaa 

Title  I  -  Reading 
Program;  ESAA  -  Special 
Compensatory  Reading  Pro- 
gram; Title  VII  -  Bilingual 
Career  Education;  ESAA  Mini- 
grant  Program  -  Individual 
Teacher  Programs;  ESAA  - 
EdCo  Theatre  Workshop;  Margie 
J.  Topf  Dance  Company;  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts/Cultural 
Educational  Collaborative- 
Museum  Program;  TRY-ARTS  Artist- 
in-Residence  Program;  Mackey/ 

-  62  - 


United  South  End  Settlements/ 
Career  Education  Collaborative; 
Mackey /Massachusetts  College 
of  Pharmacy  Collaborative  Pro- 
ject; ESAA  -  Positive  Approach 
to  Discipline  and  Schools  with- 
out Failure;  ESAA  -  Reading 
Program. 

career 

Career  Education  is  aimed  at 
helping  each  individual  through 
educational  and  vocational  ex- 
periences become  aware  of  his/her 
needs  for  employment  in  Industry, 
Health  Services,  Home  Services  or 
Business  and  Government.   The 
Mackey  School  has  one  full-time 
Guidance  Counselor  and  one  Core 
Evaluation  Team  Leader.   The 
school  is  presently  developing  a 
career  resource  center  in  colla- 
boration with  the  United  South 
End  Settlements  at  Harriet  Tubman 
House. 


special  needs-  766 


The  Special  Needs  program 
currently  serves  approximately 
ninety  students  in  mainstreamed 
programs  and  five  students  in 
the  substantially  separate  program. 
Presently,  the  school  has  three 
mainstream  resource  teachers,  one 
bilingual  mainstream  resource 
teacher,  one  substantially 
separate  teacher  and  one  Core 
Evaluation  Team  Leader. 


bilingual 


The  Mackey  School  has  a 
Spanish  Bilingual  program  with 
one  class  at  each  grade  level. 
The  sixth  grade  class  is  an 
Advanced  Work  class . 

health 

The  Health  Office  is  staffed 
by  one  part-time  doctor  and  one 
part-time  nurse. 


Grading 


The  Mackey  School  uses 
standard  grading  procedures  with 
report  cards  issued  five  times 
per  year. 


Teacher  Comments 

"Thirty  students  to  a  class 
is  too  many." 

"Getting  extra  materials 
through  Title  VII  is  a  real 
plus." 

"Discipline  is  not  strong 
enough.   There  is  not  enough 
direction  from  the  central 
administration. " 

"The  Mackey  School  has 
more  things  going  for  it  than 
any  school  I  have  ever  worked 
in." 

"The  merit  and  demerit 
system  does  not  work  for  me 
discipline-wise,  but  the 
student  detention  center 
allows  most  of  my  students 
to  get  their  education." 

FACILITIES 

The  Mackey  School 
opened  in  January  19  59. 
It  became  a  City-Wide 
Magnet  Middle  School  in 
1975-76.   The  building  is 
of  fire-proof  construction. 
While  the  building  is  in_ 
very  good  and  sound  condition, 
several  areas  of  needed 
repair  are  1)  students 
clothing  closets,  2)  student 
lockers  in  the  gymnasium 
locker  rooms.   Individual 
student  lockers  have  been 
requested  as  replacement  for 
the  classroom  clothing  closets. 
The  school  has  a  library,  a 
500  seat  auditorium  and  a 
rather  large  gymnasium.   In 
addition  to  nineteen  (19) 
regular  classrooms  the  school 
also  has  an  Intensified- 
Basic  Skills  Learning  Center, 
wood  shops ,  home  economic 
rooms  for  sewing  and  cooking 
and  an  all-purpose  shop  in- 
cluding capability  for  printing 


The  Mackey  School  has  a 
dining  area  for  the  students.  A 
pre-packaged  meal  is  shipped 
from  a  central  kitchen  and  heated 
in  the  school  building.   Students 
may  also  bring  lunches  from  home. 

STUDENT  ACTIVITIES 

since  it  is  impractical  to 
keep  students  in  a  city-wide  mag- 
net school  after  regular  school 
hours,  most  extracurricular 
activities  are  incorporated  into 
the  school's  regular  curriculum 
as  minor  electi  ves .   Seasonal 
sports  such  as  basketball,  track 
and  Softball  are  offered  after 
school . 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

The  Mackey  School  has  a 
very  active  Racial  Ethnic 
Parents  Council.   Parents  who 
wish  to  involve  themselves  in 
any  role,  looking  for  input 
toward  their  child's  school 
and  education  are  part  of  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  R.E.P.C. 

Parent  Comments 

"More  parental  involve- 
ment is  needed  on  the  R.E.P.C. 
Council. " 

"Parents  need  to  play 
more  of  a  role  in  discipline 
to  support  teachers  and  ad- 
ministration." 

"Some  revisions  of  the  major 
and  minor  electives  are  needed." 

"The  school  has  many  posi- 
tive programs.   Teachers  are 
trying  hard  to  help  students 
in  many  ways . " 

"The  R.E.P.C.  is   doing 
their  best  but  is  handicapped 
some  by  lack  of  parent  parti- 
cipation. " 
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Editorial  Comments 

The  Mackey  should  be 
complimented  on  being  able  to 
overcome  the  apparent  obstacles 
which  surrounded  the  school  at 
its  inception. 

At  present,  a  school  which 
shows  such  a  small  faculty  turn- 
over, is  to  be  commended. 

A  major  inefficiency  of  this 
school,  is  the  lack  of  any  stu- 
dent lockers  within  the  building, 
creating  an  uncomfortable  day-to- 
day experience  for  students. 

I  feel,  more  homework  should 
be  instituted  as  a  habit  forming 
process  so  as  to  prepare  a  stu- 
dent for  high  school  and  college 
encounters . 

More  parents  should  attend 
and  participate  in  the  R.E.P.C. 
involvement.   Of  course,  this  is 
true  for  all  schools. 
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Phillis  Wheatley 
Middle  School 
20  Kearsarge  Avenue 
Roxbury,  MA  02119 
Telephone:  427-3340 

Grades:  6  through  8 
Principal:  Eugene  Ellis 
Total  Enrollment:  318 
Black:  152   White:  130 

Average  Class  Size:  20 
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Principal  Comments 


I  am  pleased  with  the  dedication  the  administration,  faculty, 
and  students  have  shown  in  carrying  out  the  theme  of  the  school 
and  each  year  it  seems  to  be  working  better.   Desegregation  has 
not  been  a  threat  to  us  at  the  Wheatley  because  of  the  solid 
program  which  encourages  social  growth.   At  the  Wheatley,  students 
like  to  learn  and  teachers  like  to  teach.   I  think  our  teachers 
are  some  of  the  best  I've  encountered  in  educai^iem 


Educational  Program 


The  school  program  operates  on  a  seven  period  day.   The  1st, 
2nd  and  3rd  periods  one  week  are  interchanged  with  the  5th,  6th  and 
7th  the  next.   This  provides  variety  in  the  schedule  and  the 
opportunity  to  have  one's  favorite  subject  when  a  student  is  at 
his/her  best. 

The  basic  subjects  of  the  program  are  English,  Math,  Reading, 
and  Social  Studies.   The  entire  school  is  involved  in  a  cross- 
graded  reading  program.   While  half  the  school  eats  lunch,  the 
other  half  of  the  student  body  is  involved  in  a  45  minute  reading 
period,  and  then  the  process  is  reversed.   This  program  facilitates 
enrichment  and  remediation. 

Reading  tests  are  administered  every  spring  and  the  Wheatley 
still  maintains  its  position  in  holding  the  highest  score  when 
compared  to  other  middle  schools  in  Boston. 

Sixth  grade  students  take  one  trimester  of  French  and  one 
of  Spanish.   This  is  a  sampling  method  that  is  used  to  help 
students  develop  a  preference  so  that  this  early  exposure  to  both 
languages  will  help  him/her  make  a  more  suitable  choice.   Other 
electives  offered  are  art,  clothing,  foods,  health,  industrial 
arts,  physical  education,  science  and  woodworking.   There  are 
changes  in  electives  3  times  per  year. 
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The  school  operates  on  a 
trimester  basis  and  grade  reports 
are  sent  home  to  parents  showing 
results  of  mid-term  exams  half- 
way through  each  trimester  and  at 
the  end  of  each  term. 


Magnet  Theme 


The  magnet  theme  of  the 
Wheatley  School  is  to  promote 
academic  excellence  while  pro- 
viding an  atmosphere  that  is 
conducive  to  social  growth  in  a 
multi-ethnic  setting.   The 
Wheatley  is  a  middle  school 
that  has  been  dedicated  in 
carrying  out  its  theme  for  over 
a  decade.   Through  combined 
efforts,  of  administrators, 
parents,  and  students,  the 
Wheatley  has  become  a  school 
which  conveys  much  enthusiasm 
for  learning. 


Pairings 
university 


The  Wheatley  is  now 
being  paired  for  the  first  time 
with  Salem  State.   One  of  the 
exciting  projects  that  students 
and  teachers  have  been  working 
on  is  an  indoor  garden  emporium. 
The  REPC,  faculty,  and  staff 
will  be  making  plans  with 
Salem  State  for  next  year. 

cultural 

The  school  has  been 
paired  with  the  Children's 
Museum  and  for  the  last  few 
years  they  have  been  working 
on  a  social  studies  project 
involving  Victorian  Boston. 
The  plan  is  for  the  project 
to  continue  next  year  along 
with  an  extension  of  projects 
involving  each  student's 
own  neighborhood.   Other 
project  areas  include  Japan, 
China,  ceramics  and  Simple 
Machines . 


Also  funded  under  Chapter  636 
are  several  career  education 
projects,  including  an  exhibit 
on  health  careers,  that  will  be 
displayed  at  the  Children's 
Museum,  New  Wharf  facility. 

Other  Programs  &  Services 
special  needs-  766 

Two  resource  rooms  are  made 
available  to  service  students  with 
severe  remediation  needs,  learning 
disabilities,  and  emotional  pro- 
blems. 

remedial  services 

Two  reading  teachers  and 
two  aides  work  with  eighty 
students  in  small  groups  to  pro- 
vide remedial  help. 


This  program  is  an  extension 
of  Title  I  for  those  students  who 
were  formerly  serviced  but  who 
still  require  remedial  help. 

Other  636 

The  Wheatley  School  is 
equipped  with  a  library  that  has 
progressed  greatly  in  the   last 
few  years  due  to  funding  through 
Chapter  636. 

health 

There  is  a  nurse  in  the 
building  four  half  days  per  week, 

Teacher  Comments 

"Integration  can  work  and 
does  at  the  Phillis  Wheatley." 

"Some  of  the  programs  major 
strengths  are  that  classes  are 
small  whereby  students  are  able 
to  develop  them.selves  at  their 
own  rate,  and  also  the  good 
high  school  preparation  with 
emphasis  on  careers." 
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"The  Wheatley  is  a  very 
comfortable  school  to  teach  in 
and  the  interpersonal  relations 
between  faculty  members  is  a 
plus." 

"I  would  prefer  to  have  an 
updated  guidebook." 

"Interaction  with  parents 
is  outstanding.   Parents  and 
teachers  are  able  to  set  the 
tone  in  the  school  for  good 
learning. " 

FACILITIES 


The  Wheatley  School  was 
built  about  fifty  (50)  years 
ago  and  is  still  in  remarkably 
good  condition.   The  interior 
was  recently  painted  and  a 
new  lighting  is  due  to  be 
installed  shortly.   The  building 
houses  the  following:  audi- 
torium, gymnasium,  cafeteria, 
career  center,  library,  com- 
puter terminals,  playground 
area,  art  suite  with  ceramics 
and  darkroom  facilites. 

The  students  of  the  Wheat- 
ley  School  make  use  of  the 
swimming  facilities  at  the 
Boy's  Club. 

PARENT  INVOLVEMENT 

There  is  an  active 
Racial  Ethnic  Parent  Council 
(REPC)  which  meets  once  a 
month.   The  REPC  has  had 
an  integral  role  in  the 
development  of  Chapter  636 
proposals . 

Parents  also  volunteer 
their  services  in  the  library, 
in  various  classes,  on 
field  trips,  and  as  workers 
with  the  Children's  Museum  - 
the  school's  cultural  pairing 
partner. 


Parent  Comments 


"I  think  the  Wheatley  has 
a  competent  faculty  and  a  good 
educational  program.   I  like  the 
idea  that  my  children  are  able 
to  take  Spanish  earlier  than 
usual.   My  role  as  a  parent  is 
to  be  ready  and  willing  to  do 
what  is  necessary  for  the  benefit 
of  all." 

"I  would  like  to  see  more 
maintenance  work  done  in  and 
around  the  building,  especially 
in  the  home  economics  room." 

"Three  parent  meetings  a 
year  is  not  enough.   We  are 
supposed  to  have  four  meetings 
and  we  should  have  them!" 

"I'm  not  all  that  pleased 
with  the  program,  a  more  basic 
teaching  approach  should  be 
administered  with  more 
emphasis  on  mathematics." 

Editorial  Comments 

"The  atmosphere  at  the 
Wheatley  is  a  warm  and  friendly 
one  with  a  noticeably  good 
rapport  between  faculty  and 
students.   The  physical  building 
is  clean,  but  still  needs  im- 
provements.   Students  graduating 
from  the  Wheatley  will  have 
first  priority  for  seats  at 
Copley  High  School." 
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Name  of  School 
Boston  High 

Boston  Latin  Academy 

Boston  Latin  School 

Boston  Technical  High 


Boston  Trade 

Comprehensive  High 

Copley  Square  High 
School 

English  High  School 


Madison  Park  High 


Mario  Umana  Harbor 
School  of  Science 
and  Technology 


Magnet  High  Schools 

Directory 

Address 

33  8  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

380  Talbot  Avenue 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 

78  Avenue  Louis  Pasteur 
Boston,  MA  02115 

205  Townsend  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02121 

550  Parker  Street 
Roxbury,  MA  02120 

150  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

77  Avenue  Louis  Pasteur 
Boston,  MA  02115 

55  New  Dudley  Street 
Roxbury,  MA  02119 

312  Border  Street 
East  Boston,  MA  02128 


Telephone  Number 
262-7424 

825-4240 

566-2250 

445-4381 

445-6200 

267-9805 

738-6300 

445-2440 

569-6280 


Further  information  about  Citywide  District  IX  High  Schools  and 
Community  District  High  Schools  can  be  found  in  the  19  79-1980 
piiblication  entitled^  Boston  Public  High  Schools  -  A  Guide  for 
Parents  &  Students  produced  by  Citywide  Educational  Coalition, 
52  Chauncy  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02111,  Telephone  Number  542-2835 
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Resource  List 

.  ^.  742-0615 

Boston  Bar  Association  542-5352 

Boston  Community  School  232-0343 

Boston  Indian  Council  523-18Q0 
Boston  Public  Education  Program 

Boston  Public  Schools  726-6200 
Genera]  phone             ^    •  u_  tv 

City-wide  magnet  school  District  IX  44?_ii96 

Acting  District  Superintendent,  Roger  Beattie  442  1396 

External  Liaison  Unit-Department  of  726-6^18 

Tn?ormrti:n'Senter-Department  of  Implementation  726-6555 

288-2000 

Boston  Teachers'  Union  426-8673 

Chinese  American  Civic  Association  542-2835 

City-Wide  Educational  Coalition  496-2450 
City-Wide  Parents'  Advisory  Council 

community  District  Advisory  Council  -  District  TX  ^f^lj^f^ 

Cultural  Education  Collaborative  7TR_SfiOO 

Education  Collaborative  ^o^^f^ter  Boston,  Inc.  J  2_29?5 

Federation  for  Children  with  Special  Needs  4B^  zyio 

Freedom  House  Institute  on  School  &  Education  495:4666 
Center  for  Law  &  Education,  Inc. 


La  Alianza  Hispana 


427-7175 
357-8431 


Mass.  Advocacy  Center 

Mass.  Departm.ent  of  Education,  Bureau  ol  777-5880 
Eaual  Educational  Opportunity. 

'"et^opoUtan  Council  for  Educational  Opportunity,  Ino.427-1545 

727-8898 

Help  for  Children                         Regional  727-8367 

Central  72^-8996 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  9999  06315  321  5 
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